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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE materials upon which the fol- 

lowing Pamphlet is formed, were de- 
rived from the beft and mott inconteftible 
authorities. The Author had accefs to ori- 
ginal papers, accurate eftimates, and authen- 
tic difpatches. He has alfo availed himfelf 
of the records of both Houfes of Parliament ; 
and he has made it his bufinefs to examine, 
with attention, fuch printed tracts as might 
contribute to throw any light on the fubject. 
Upon the whole, more labour and time have 
been employed on this fhort difquifition, 
than are generally beftowed upon fugitive 
Publications of the fame kind. The defign 
of the Writer has been to extricate the con- 
teft now fubfifting between Great-Britain 
and her Colonies, from the errors of the ig- 
norant, and the mifreprefentations of de- 
figning men. As he has rigidly adhered to 
truth throughout, and to fuch arguments as 
naturally arife from undoubted facts, he 
trufts he has attained his object. 


Since the Pamphlet was firft publifhed, 


fome perfons, eminent for their knowledge 


in the affairs and interefts of Great-Britain 


and America, have communicated, through ” 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
the hands of the Bookfeller, {everal im- 
portant faéts to the Author. 'Thefe were 
chiefly delivered, after the fourth Edition 
had been fent to Prefs. To do more juftice 
to the argument, as well as to thew his ora~ 
titude to his unknown friends, the Writer has 
been induced to revife, with attention, the 
whole fubje@. The communications of 
others have fuggeited fome new fas to 
himfelf; and he, therefore, hopes, that he 
has rendered this Edition lefs unworthy, 


than any of the preceding, of the attention 
of the Public. 


Dr. Price has corrected, in a late Edition 
of his Pamphlet, the errors fuggefted in the 
ReruTATion, yet he ftill adheres to his con- 
clufions. This circumftance has induced the 
Author to take fome further notice of the 
Doétor’s State of the National Debt, and to 
fhew its fallacy. on new grounds. His enter- 
ing more deeply into that fubj ect will depend 
on his Opponents. #But it is to be fuppofed 
their declining credit will teach Bieact more 
difcretion. | 
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GENERAL CONGRESS. 


¥ HEN Independent States take up arms, 
they endeavour to imprefs the World 
with a favourablesopinion of their own 
caufe, and to lay the blame of hoftilities on the 
injuftice of their Opponents. But if Nations, ac- 
countable to none for their conduct, deem it ne- 
ceffary to reconcile others to their proceedings, the 
neceffity is ftill more urSent with regard to thofe 
who, breaking through every political duty, draw 


their fwords againft the State of which they own 
themfelves the Subjects. The opinions of man- 


kind are invariably oppofed to fuch men. Their 
affertions are heard with diftruft, their arguments 
Bo weighed 
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weighed with caution; and, therefcre, it is as ne- 
ceffary for rHEm to adhere to truth, in the former, 
as it is prudent to avoid fophiftry in the latter. 


This confideration, however obvious it may ap- 
pear to others, feems to have totally efcaped the 
attention of the body of men who lately fat at 
Philadelphia under the name of ** The General 
** American Congrefs.” In a paper publifhed un- 
der the title of ““ A Dectaration by the Re- 
“* prefentatives of the United Colonies of North 
‘* America’”*, the facts are either wilfully or igno- 
rantly mifreprefented; and the arguments deduced 
from premifes that have no foundation in truth. 
But, as whatever falls from men who call them- 
felves the Reprefentatives of a People, muft fall 
with fome degree of weight on the minds of the 
undifcerning part of mankind; it becomes, in fome 
meafure, neceflary to examine briefly the reafons 
held forth by the Congrefs to juftify the rebellion — 
of their Conftituents. On a fubject fo trite, ‘ar- 
guments advanced by other Writers may fometimes 
recur; but novelty is lefs the objeé&t of this part 
of the difquifition, than perfpicuity and precifion. 


The Declaration of the Conerefs begins with 
an involved period, which either contains no «& 
meaning, or a meaning not founded on the prin- 


* Vide Appendix, — | 
ciples 


ese | 

ciples of reafon. They feem to infinuate,’ that no 
ay of men,-in any Empire, can exercife “an 
‘unbounded authority over others 5” an opinion 
contrary to fact under every form of Government. 
No maxim in policy is more univerfally admitted, 
than that a fupreme and uncontroulable power 
muft exift fomewhere in every State. This ultimate 
power, though juftly dreaded and reprobated in the - 
perfon of one MAN, is the firft {pring in every 
Political Society. The oreat difference, , between 
the degrees of freedom in various Governments, 
confifts merely in the manner of placing this ne- 
ceflary difcretionary power. In the Britith Em- 
pire it is vefted, where it is moft fafe, in King, 
Lords, and Commons, under the collective ap- 
pellation of the Legiflature. The Legiflature is 
‘another name for the Conititution of the State ; 
and, in faét, the State itfelf&, The Americans ftill 
own themfelves the fubjects of the State; but if 
they refufe obedience to the laws of the Legif- 
Jature, they play upon words, and are no longer 
Subjects, but Rebels. In vain have they affirmed 


that they are the Subjects of the King’s preroga- 
tive, and not his Subjeéts in his legiflative qua- 


lity; as the King, with regard to his Subjects in 
general, is to be confidered only in his executive 
capacity as the great hereditary Magiftrate, who 
carries into effect the laws of the Legiflature, the 
Be. only 
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enly difcretionary and uncontroulable power in a 
free State. 
. 

_ The difcretionary and uncontroulable authority 
of the Britith Legiflature being granted, their 
right to tax all the Subjects of the Britifh Empire — 
can never be denied. _ Some ill-informed reafoners 
.in politics have lately ftarted an obfolete maxim, 
which has been. feized with avidity by the Ame- 
ricans, That ‘*‘ the Supreme Power cannot take 
“from any one any part of his property without 

' his confent ;” or in other words, That Reprefen- 
tation is infeparable from Taxation. The Colo- 
nifts, fay they, have no Reprefentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and therefore Parliament has no right ta 
tax the Colenifts. Upon this principle, fcarce one 
in twenty-five of the people of Great. Britain is re- 
prefented. Out of more than feven millions, fewer. - 
than three hundred thoufand have an exclufive 
right to chufe Members of Parliament; and, there-* 
fore, ‘more than three times the number of the 
“Americans have an equal right with them to dif 

_ pute the authority of the Legiflature to fabjeet F 

them to taxes. The truth is, Reprefentation. 
never accompanied Taxation in any State. The 

Romans were a free nation, yet the Senate, that 
is, the great body of the Nobility, poffeffed the fole. 
right of taxing the people. In this kingdom, the — 

j - Houfe 
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Floufe of Commons have an exclufive right of mo- 


. difying and regulating the quantity of public fup- 
é plies, and the manner of laying taxes, They decide 


upon what the Legiflature ought to receive for the 
fupport of the State: but the Comimona! by their 
own authority, cannot enforce the raifing the fup- 
plies they vote. That privilege is inherent in the 
fupreme and unaccountable power vefted in the 
three branches of the Legiflature united; who are 
in fact the State, as the virtual Reprefentatives 


of the whole Empire, and net the delegates of in- - 


dividuals. 


If reprefentation is virtual in Great-Britain, 


why then is it not virtual in the Colonies? 


The people of the -four Northern Provinces, 
though they deny. the, fact in words, own it 
in their conduct. Near one third of the Corpora- 
tions in New-England chufe no Reprefentatives to 


fave the expence of paying their Deputies. 1 hey, 


however, own the right of their Affemblies to im- 


pofe taxes, and to make laws to bind the whole 


-cammunity, as the Reprefentatives of the whole 
Colony. The truth is, Repreientation has no more 


to do with the right of Taxation, than with every 
other right exerciled by the Supreme and Super- 


intending Power. Iti is interfvoven with the very. 


effence of the Legiflative Power; and is exerted, 
| o 


by that Power, for the neceffary fupport of the | 


State, 


Why it has been fo generally received as a 


inaxim, in this country, That Taxation and 


Reprefentation are infeparable, requires to be fur- 
ther explained. Men little acquainted with the . 


Conftitution, derived the opinion from their find- 
ing, that it is the indifputable right of the Com- 
mons, that all grants of fubfidies and parlia- 
mentary aids fhould originate in their Houfe. But 
though they firlt beftow thofe fubfidies and aids, 
their grants, as has been already obferved, have no 
effect without the affent of the other two branches 
of the Legiflature. The common reafon given for 


this exclufive privilege oP That as the fupplies 


are railed upon the body of the people, the people 
_ only ought to have the right of taxing themfelves, 
This argument would have been conclufive, if the 


Commons taxed none but thofe by whofe fuffrages . 
they obtained their feats in Parliament. But it 


has appeared, that more than feven millions of 
people, befides the Peers, who are in poffleffion of 
fo large a fhare of property in the kingdom, have: 
no voice in the election of the Members who fit in 
the Lower Houfe. The Commons, therefore, 
and their Conftituents not being the ony perfons. 
taxed, the former cannot bene have the caly. 
3 poe 
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right of raifing and modelling the fupply, from 
the mere circumftance of Reprefentation. But if 
they have it not from Reprefentation, they muft 
in fact derive it from the fupreme and di ifcretionary 
power, which is repofed in them, in conjun@ion 
with the two other branches of the Legiflature.. Ir 
y appears, upon the whole, that Taxation is the 
refult of the difcretionary power which is placed 
in the hands of the Legiflature, and exerted by 
them for the neceffary fupport of the State. To 


this power the whole Empire muft fubmit, and 


confequently no one of its fubjeéts can claim any 
exemption. 


The Counties Palatine of Chefter, Durham, 
and Lancafter, were anciently in the fame predica- 
ment with the Americans,’ on the article of Taxa- 
tion. The Earl of Chefter and the Bifhop of 
Durham became, by prefcription and immemorial 
cuftom, poffeficd of a kind of regal jurifdiction 
within their refpective territories. A fimilar form 
of Government was eftablifhed by King Edward 


‘TL in the County of Lancafter; which was 
created by that Prince in favour of Henry Planta- - 


genet; whofe heirefs carried the fame rights and 


privileges to John of Gant and his pofterity. But 


though the SUBORDINATE SOVEREIGNS of thefe 


Counties could pardon treaions, murders and felo- 
4 nies ; 


a a a Ee OE RR sige ab as dines laity - “ 


be Sa a 


nies; though they appointed all Judges, nominated 


‘all Juftices of the Peace; though all writs and 


indictments ran in their names, as in other counties 
in that of the King; though all offences were faid 
to bam one againf{t THEIR peace, and not, as in 
other phaces, contra pacem Domini Regis; though, 
in fhort, they poffeffed exclufively the whole inter- 
nal Government of their feveral Counties ; their 


_supyects (if the expreffion may be ufed) were 


“always bound by the Acts and Statutes” * of 
an Affembly, in which they had no Reprefenta- 
tives. They were alfo ‘* liable to all payments, 
«rates, and fubfidies, granted by the Parliament 
** of England’ +. 


Thofe Counties (it mutt be confeffed), like the 


‘Americans, confidered their being excluded from 


having Reprefentatives in an Affembly by which 
they were taxed, a grievance. Accordingly, 
the Town and County of Chefter, as far back 
as the thirty-fifth of Henry VIII. petitioned 
the Legiflature for the privilege of fending 
Members to Parliament; and their requeft was 
granted by an exprefs Statute ft. The County 


* Vid. Plowden Art. Duchy of Lancafter, p. 215. Statutes 
at» Large, 34 and 35 of Henry. VII. c..13. 

¢ Ibid. 25 of Charles I. c. g. 

$ 34 and 35 of Henry VIII. c. 13. 


and City of Durham made a ubtat application, 
and with the fame fuccefs, in the twenty-fifth of 
Charles 11*. Had the Americans, inftead of flying 
ie arms, fubmitted the fame fuppofed grievance, 
in a peaceable and dutiful manner, to the Le- 


giflature, I can. perceive no reafon why their re- 


queft fhould be refufed. Had they, like the County 
and City of Chefter, reprefented, that “ for lack of 
** Knights and Burgefles to reprefent them in the 
*« High Court of Parliament, they had been often- 


“times ToucHED and @rizvep with Aéts and 
*¢ Statutes made within the faid Court, derogatory 
“*to their moft ancient jurifdiations, liberties and 
“privileges, and prejudicial to their quietnefs, reft 


“¢ and peace;” this Country would, I am perfuaded, 


have no objection to their being reprefented in her 


‘Parliament. 


4; 


But the Colonies, though that circumftance is 
only infinuated in the Declaration, have uniformly 
affirmed, that granting the fupremacy of Parlia- 


ment fhould extend over the whole Empire, yet 


that they themfelves have a right to exemption 


from Taxes, either by the conceffions of the Le- 


giflature, or by charters from the King. It feems 


* 25 of Charles i, C. Os 
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incompatible with reafon, fay they, that the Colo- 
nies fhould have internal Legiflatures of their own, 
pofefling the authority of taxation, and that, not- 
withftanding, the Britifh Parliament fhould retain 
its power of laying impofts. The firft of thefe 
affertions is not founded in truth. The Charters 
neither give nor can give any exemption from 
Taxation. The abettors of American refiftance 
draw an argument, in favour of the Charters of 
other Colonies, from an expreffion in THAT 
granted in 1680, for Pennfylvania. The purport. 
- of the words is, that the inhabitants of that Pro- 
vince fhould pay “ their proportion of fuch taxes 
«© as were then laid or fhould thereafter be laid 
“on America, by the Parliament of England.” 
This exception was introduced merely to exprefs 
what would have been otherwife implied, That 
the King only meant to grant, what he had a 
‘power to grant, an exemption from any demands 
of his own. The truth is, though the King may 
give away by Charter aright that militates againft 
himfelf, as hereditary Chief Magiftrate, he cannot 
authorize, by any deed whatever, an exemption 
from the general laws of the State. In fuch a cafe, 
one of the THREE branches of the Legiflature 
would ufurp the power of the THREE UNITED; a 
folecifm as great in polity, as it is in mathematicks 
to affirm, that a partis greater than the whole, 
; 
: : It 
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It may be neceflary, perhaps, to make an apology 


for entering fo minutely into the argument in fa-_ 


vour of the right of Taxation. The Americans 


themfelves have deferted that ground. They {peak 


no longer as fubjects. They affume the language 
of rivals, and they act as enemies, The queftion 
between them and Great Britain (for it is no longer 
between them and Government) confifts of de- 
pendence or independence, conneétion or no con- 
nection, except on the footing of a Sovereign State. 
They have already arrogated to themfelves all 


the functions of Sovereignty. They have formed 


a great deliberative Council. They have taken the 
whole executive power into their own hands. They 
have {truck a new currency, raifed armies, ap- 


pointed generals; and that they have not chofen 


ANOTHER SOVEREIGN, muft be afcribed more to 
their Republican principles, than to any remains 
of loyalty for their lawful Prince, 


“In this Gituation of affairs and opinions, it is 
matter of little furprize, that men who deny the 
authority of the State, fhould load the Legiflature 
with opprobrious epithets, The Congrefs accord- 


| ingly ftigmatize Parliament with various charges 


of tyranny, violence, and oppreffion. Pafling from 
this ftrain of general {currility, they enter into 
warm encomiums on the anceftors of their Contfti- 

2 tuents. 
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[ 2 ] 
tuents. But they now deviate ‘as much from truth 
in their applaufe, as they had done before in their. 
-cenfure. They affirm, that the anceftors of the 
Colonifts obtained the lands which they have tran{- 
mitted to the prefent race, ‘* without any charge 
to the country from which they removed.” Their 
‘very enemies could not wilh to meet them on 
more advantageous ground. The fums expended 
upon the various Provinces, fince their firft eftablith- 
ment, for their ordinary fupport, government, 
and protection, have been fo enormous, that with- 
out the authority of inconteftible vouchers, they 


could {carcely obtain credit *, 


But, even granting that the Colanifts had obtain- 
ed their lands without any charge to the Mother- 
country, were they capable of keeping thole lands 


* An Account of cubat Sums have been granted to the di erent 
Provinces in orth America, as far as it appears from the 
Lftimates for the fupport of the Civil Government: of each 
Province; qnd alfa what Sums have been granted for the | 
Support of the Provincial Forces 1 in North America, 


7 


New York Forces . . 339,055 16 g 
Carolina in general a 43024 9 108 


Georgia fettling, and fecurjng that Province 260,853 4 


Military Expence of ditto - |» 130,e@008o ig 

South Carolina Forces - - * ida, Heese 6 
Nova Scotia Civil Government | ° - 1,358,240 17 63 
Wel Florida Civil Government me, 645524 13 6 
America in general forces = «+ 172,999 9 0 

-  Rewardsandcompenfations + 2 1,316,511 1 5 
' 3s 835,900 7 4g 

without 
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| be Fatt Florida Civil Government. - - 59,300 8 0 
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without her affiftance? Was it not to defend the 
Americans, that Great-Britain involved herfelf iy 
the lait expenfive war? Did not thofe very “ United 
‘* Provinces,” who now pretend to fet the power 
of this Kingdom at defiance, lay themfelves in 
the duft at her feet, to claim her aid and protec- 
tion again{t a stncie Colony? Did they not com- 
plain in the fame abject terms with the Britons of 
old, ‘* That the Barbarians drove them into 
** the fea, and that the fea drove them back on the 
*¢ Barbarians ?” Did not Great-Britain, like a 
Guardian Angel, ftretch forth her hand to their 
aid; and, by expelling their enemies from the 


_ Continent of America, refcue them, not only from 


danger, but the very fear of danger? Did the not, 
over and above the many millions fhe expended 
upon the fleets and armies employed in defence 


of the Colonies, advance more than One MiILtion 


to pay THEIR own native forces, employed in 


THEIR Own Caule +? 
Did 


+ GRANTS-iz PARLIAMENT for Rewards, Encouragement 
and Indemnification to the Provinces in North America for their 
Services and Expences during the laft War. 

: | , 

3 Feb. ‘As a free Gift and Reward to the 

4756. Colonies of New-England, New- 

York, and Jerfey, for their pait fer- 
vices, and.as an encouragement to 
them to continue to exert themielves 


With vigour, &c. + c, 115,000 = == 
Merri For 
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Did not the Mother-country, with more than a 
mother’s fondnefs, upon all occafions nourifh, che- 


Date of Votes. 
—_——— Brought over 1 


19 May, For the fe and relief of the Provinces 


1757s 


£ fi he. 


15,000 — = 


of North and South Carolina and 
Virginia, in recompence for fervices 
performed and to be performed with 
the approbation of the Commander 
in Chief in America, - - - 
To reimburfe the Province of Maffa- 
chofet’s Bay their expences in fur- 
nifhing provifions and ftores to the 
troops raifed by them in 1756, . 


£. 275380 19 113 


To reimburfe the 
Province of Con- 
necticut their ex- 
pencesfor ditto, 


£55132736) 127 


30 April, As a compenfation to the refpective 


1759 


X 


31 Mar, 
1760. 


Colonies in North America for the 
expence of levying, cloathing and pay 
of thetroops raifed. by them, &c. 
Ditto, - | - 


To the Colony of New York to retm-~ 
burfe their expences in furnifhing 
rovifions and ftores to the troops 


yaifed by them in 1756 - 


20 Jan. 
1761. 


26 Jan. 
1762. 


15 Mar. Ditto, - 


1763. 
22 Apr. 
1770-6 


‘As a compenfation to the refpective 
Colonies in North America, for the 
expence of levying, cloathing, and 


AU,117 17 65 


200,000 ate oP 
- = 200,000 — -=- 


2,977 7 8 


pay of the troops raifed by them, &c. 200,000 — => 


Ditto, ed 


= e- = 


To reimburfe the Province of New 
Hamphhire their expences in furnifh- 
ing provifions and ftores to the troops 
raifed by them for the Campaign in 
1756 . : in 3 


133,333 © 8 
133,333 68 


6,009 13 3 


1,081,772 I 9! 
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rifh, and fupport this prodigal child, that left the 
houfe of his parent, “ to feed on hufks with the 
** {wine of the defart ?” Has the not (to fum up 
the whole in one point of view) uniformly pro- 
tected the Colonies in war, encouraged their pro- 
duce with bounties in time of peace f, entered 
into all their quarrels with their neighbours, made 
their enemies her own; and for their fake, has 
fhe not, in fome degree, fubjected herfelf to an 
annual tribute to Indian favages, in whom habitual 
injuries had raifed an irreconcileable hatred to their 
oppreffors? Did fhe not, too fatally, relinquifh 
great advantages on every other fide of a fuccefsful 
war, to eradicate the very feeds of future contefts 
in America; and, by giving the Colonies unlimited 
fecurity from Azroap, procure for them that pro- 
See 
t An Account of Bounties on American Commodities. 


Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 177 3 paid by 
Great Britain - - 


ehcias - 145,022. 3 4k 
Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid under the A& 


of 4 Geo, III. ch. 26. from 1766 to 1792 5,560 8 73 
Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores 

from America, purfuant to the A& of the 

3d of Queen Anne, from 1706 to 1729 430,178 4 6 
Under the A& of 2d Geo. II. from 1729 to 

17 o 


| : 5 - 1,028,584 7 3 
Befides other Bounties granted on Y te 


Raw Silk 
Pipe Staves ast 
Hogthead Staves 

Barrel Staves 


Pipe, Hogthead, or Barrel-Heading. | 
| -Aperity 


£. Se a, 


ef 
perity at Home, which has encouraged them, like 
parricides, to raile the dagger agi her own 
yas , oon 


‘The Congres, in ne next spent’ of their Des 
élaration, affect to reprobate the laft Peace, though 
they have derived fo many and fo great advantages 
from that treaty. This country ought alfo to res 
gret the ftipulations which fhe made, contrary, as 
it appears, to her own intereft, for the advantage 
and fecurity of Atmerica. Tothe ceffion of Cana- 
da and the extenfive tract of fertile land to the 
fouthward of that Province, Great Britain is indebt- 
‘ed for’ thofe: annual emigrations, | which deprive 
her of many inhabitants. It is not the Irifh and 
Scots only, that have found their way to the Weft- 
ward. The rage of emigration hath alfo extended 
itfelf to England ; and, within thefe two years, more 
than one veflel has failed with emigrants from 
Yorkthire. Should then the Colonies continue to 
enjoy the protection of the Mother Country, with- 
out contributing their quota toward her expences, 
why fhould we be furprized, if a majority of farmers 
fhould exchange lands for which they pay rent in 
Great Britain and Ireland, for freeholds: on the 
banks of the Ohio? The foil and climate are unex- 
ceptionable ; ; and this kingdom, at the expence of 


sEVENTY millions, and the lives of many thoufands © 
of 


eee La Be) 
of her braveft foldiers, has removed every appre- 
henfion of the French and Indians. 


But, on the other hand, had Canada remained 
in the hands of the French, the Colonies would have 
remained dutiful fubjeéts. Their fears for theme. 
felves, in that cafe, would have fupplied the place _ 
of their pretended affection for this Nation. They 
would have fpoken more fparingly of their own 
refources, as they might daily ftand in need of our 
aid. Their former incapacity of defending them- 
felves would have always recurred to their minds, | 
as long as the objects of their former terror fhould 
continue fo near their borders. But their habitual 
fears from France were, it feems, removed only to 
give room to their ingratitude to Great-Britain. 


The effrontery with which the Conerefs repro- 
bate the late Peace, is fcarcely equal to their folly 
in applauding the Minifter who had carried on the 
war. With peculiar inconfiftency they affect to 


commence an era of ** Public Ruin,” from Mr. 
‘Pitt’s refignation in 17613; yet the whole “ object 
of their wifhes” is to be placed on the fame foot- 

| ing as in the year 1763. They do not recolledt, 
or rather they pretend to forget, that the moft 
fplendid aétions in the war happened after Mr. 
Pitt retired from his office. They are ignorant, or 
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defignedly conceal, that the commerce of this 
kingdom has amazingly encreafed, and, in confe- 
quence, its revenue, fince the sera from which 
they date public ruin. T hey know, orthey ought, 
from their own experience, to know, that not- 
withftanding their fhutting their ports againft 
our manufactures, permanent and_ profitable 
fources of commerce have been opened in other 
quarters; that inftead of being diftreffed by their 
prefent interruption to trade, our Merchants find 
themfelves incapable of fulfilling their commiffions 
from foreign ftates; that as the fureft teft of 
the fourifhing condition of commerce, the courfe 
of exchange, to the amount of feveral per cents. 
is univerfally in favour of Great-Britain; and thag, 
as the ultimate and invincible proof of the pub- 
lic profperity, the confidence of the people in the 
meafures of Government, \and their contempt for 
the rebellious efforts of the refractory Colo-— 
nies, the national Stocks fuffer neither Auctuation 
nor fall in the price. 


Having reprefented the pretended ruin brought 
‘Upon the Britifh Empire by the late Peace, the 
Congreis defcend to the fititious grievances of 
America fince the fame period. They affirm, that 
‘the Colonies were judged to be in fuch a- 
“* flate, as to prefent victories without bleodfhed, 


sf and 


her TOs. | 


“and all the eafy emoluments of {tatuteable 
“plunder.” This figure of rhetoric, if it has 


any meaning, conveys one contrary to the truth. 
The Colonifts having obtained - fuch amazing 
advantages by a Peace, which they now reprobate, 
it was deemed juft and proper by Mr. Grenville, 
then at the head of the Vreafury, that they thould 
bear a proportionable thare of the national burdens 
incurred by the war. But as their prior ina- 
bility to bear internal Taxes had precluded him 
from having a precedent, he only threw out, as it 
is vulgarly exprefled, in the beginning of the year 
1764, his intentions of railing a revenue in 
America by a Stamp-Duty fimilar to that eftablith- 
ed in Great-Britain ; referring the confideration of 


the whole affair to the next Seffion. His object 


was, to give time to the Colonies to propofe fome 
other mode of Taxation, thould that fugeetted to 


Parliament appear either improper or burdenfome. 


During the whole of the fummer, 1764, though 
fome difcontented fpirits murmured, not a fingle 
doubt was ftarted againft the asso.ute ricut of 
Parliament to impofe Taxes on every Member of 
the Britih Empire. The time allowed to the 
Colonies furnifhed them with no expedient for 


‘railing: a tax more fuitable to the purpofe of a 


Revenue (which, by the bye, was to have been 
Spent among themfelves ) ; and, therefore, in the 
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beginning of the year 1765, the famous Stamp- 
Act was pafled, againft a very inconfiderable Mi- 
nority, in both Houfes of Parliament. 


In this Kingdom, as well as in every State 
‘poffefied of freedom, there are always to be found 
factious perfons, who oppole every meafure of Go- ¥ : 
vernment. In their eagernefs to difgrace the Mi- 
nifter, they too frequently obftrud the fervice, and 
defeat the interefts of their Country. Every fide 
of a fpeculative point is armed with arguments, 
that may impole on the ignorant, and encourage 
the fanguine. The Oppofition in Parliament, in 
{hort, committed themfelves too far in favour of 
the prejudices of the Americans, with regard to ~ 
the Stamp-Aét, to fupport it with vigour, when i 
they themfelves, very unexpectedly *, came into i 
Office a few months after it had paffed into Law. via 
Though their view of the objet changed with their 9 
elevation, they found that the flame which their 
own factious fpeeches, in the preceding Seffion, had 
raifed in America, was too vehement to be extin- 
euithed without either force or conceffions. A na- 
tural timidity of difpofition, joined to the com- 
mon want of firmnefs which accompanies no- 


‘ * Lord Rockingham and others in Oppofition came into _ 

office July 10, 1765, Grenville and his party having thrown Perk 

themfelves out of place on the Regency Bull, 
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velty in Office, rendered them inclinable to pur- 
chafe prefent quiet for themfelves, at the expence 
of. the future advantage of their Country. But 
full they, wavered on the point of irrefolution, till 
Mr. Pitt’s oratory weighed down the fcale. The 
Stamp-Act was repealed; and from that moment 
may, be dated ‘the commencement of” what 
the Americans call ‘* an AEra of Public Ruin.” 


Great-Britain and her Colonies derive their pre- 
fent difpute, and its confequent misfortunes, from 
the parriotism of the motley Junto who formed 
the appearance of an Adminiftration, in the end 
of 1765 and beginning of 1766. Virginia had 
the Merit of taking the lead in the difturbances 
in America, which fucceeded the pafling of the 
Stamp-Act. It was in the Affembly of that Pro- 
vince, that the firft Refolutions were voted 
againft the authority of Parliament, in the firft 
Seffion, after intelligence of the Act was received. 
Though the meeting was very thin, the Refolu- 
tions pafied only by a majority of Two vorEs; 
and they wouid have been moft certainly re- 
jeéted, had it not been for the abfence of forty 
of the old Members. When the Afiembly was 


adjourned for the feafon, the people in general 
were diffatisfied with the conduct of their repre- 
_fentatives, Every one expected, that, at the 


next 


Uh yea 

next meeting, an attempt would be made to eraze 
the Refolutions from the Journals. But intelli- 
gence arrived, in the mean time, that the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, Lord Camden, General 


Conway, and the reft of the “ illuftrious Band”? 


who had oppofed the Stamp-Act in Parliameat, 
were, by a {trange revolution in politics, received 
into favour, and raifed to office; and that Mr. 
Pict, then at variance with his wife’s relations, 
was refolved to oppofe their FAVOURITE MEASURE, 
the Stamp-Act. The Virginians, deriving great 
hopes from this change, adhered to their Refolu- 
tions, and nothing further was done in the matter. 


To enter minutely into the various motives of 
Mr. Pitt’s oratory, for the total and abfolute repeal 
of the Stamp-Aé, would be to defert a great and 
public fubjett for. the fake of tracing the private 
paffions and interefted views of an ambitious man. 


In his Argument, if what he advanced deferves the 


name, he fell in with the vulgar and, it may be faid, 
falfe maxim, That no profit ought to be expected 
from.the Colonies, but That refulting from their 
Commerce. This opinion of Mr. Pitt, whether 
it proceeded from ignorance or defign (and it pro- 


bably proceeded from both), has fosmed a popular 


error in former times, as well as in the prefent age. 
Many, who have pretended to underftand perfectly 
” the 


ae a) 
the affairs of this Kingdom, moft firmly, but in my 
Opinion very weakly, believed, that the great fecret 
of our political intereft confifted in forcing, ina 
manner, a monopoly of foreion commerce. It was 
from this perfuafion, that the popular Orator ufed, 
upon theoccafion juft mentioned, a fieure of rhetoric 
at once foolifh and abfurd, when he affirmed, that 
the Colonifts fhould be prohibited “ from manu- 
“* facturing even the hob-nail of a horfe-thoe!” 
One might be tempted to afk the Orator, how this 
prohibitory mandate could be enforced ; or if it 


could, whether it is lefs arbitrary, than to de- 


mand an internal tax from the Americans, for the. 


-fupport of their own government, and even for the 
general fupport of the State, and as a fuitable re- 


turn for the protection which they have ever de- 
rived from the Government of this kingdom? 


The Congrefs had furely forgot this ftrange rheto- 
tical figure of the great Orator, when they were 
tempted to date pusiic ruin, from his refignation 
in 1761. They have alfo forgot, or they do not 
chufe to remember, that he acquiefced in the pr- 
CLARATORY BILL, brought in and paffed by the 
Marquis of Rockingham’s Party, who were in 
Office, in the beginning of the year 1766. This 
Bill exprefly declares, «that all his Majefty’s Colo« 
** nies and Plantations in America have been, are, 
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«© and of right ought to be, fubordinate to and de- 
© pendent upon the Imperial Crown and Parira- 
¢ went oF Great Britain; who have full 
“¢ power and authority to make laws and ftatutes 
_ of fufficient validity to bind the Colonies and Peo- 
<‘ ple of America, fubjects of the Crown of Great 


«¢ Britain, IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER.” 


Mr. Pitt, to preferve fome degree of confiftency, 
objected to the words “IN ALL CASES WHAT- 
sorveR.” But his oppofition was-fo languid, that 
he did not attend the Houfe when the Bill was 
paffed; and only five Peers were found to follow 
his opinion, when it came under debate in the 
Houfe of Lords. 

“The Declaratory At,” as the American Con- 
grefs affirms, * comprehends all the grievances of 
<¢ which they complain.” Yet that very Congrefs, 
with peculiar effrontery, not only approve, but even 
praife the conduét of the very Party by whom the 
Bill was introduced, and the man, by whofe 
CRIMINAL ACQUIESCENCE (to ufe one of his 
own phrafes) it paffed into a law. Tuat Party 
and THAT Man, being now in oppofition to Go- 
vernment, the Americans endeavour to fecure their 
fupport, by flattering their vanity at the expence 


of truth! They forget paft demerits in the hopes 
of 


baa 


of prefent fervices. But when they expe to de- 
ceive a whole Party into their intereft, they them- 
{elves are made the tools of that Party and, like 
the figure of the Negro, near Temple-bar, are 
turned round by the machine, which they pre- 
tend to move. 7 


The Congrefs, in a ftrain of eloquent adulation, 
{peaks with raptures of ‘ that illuftrious Band of 
“* diftinguifhed Peers and Commoners,” who now 
declaim, argue, and proteft, in favour of their 
own Rebellion. It has appeared that the A& of 
which they moft complain, was the manufacture of 


that very “‘ illuftrious Band,” encouraged by the 


negative oppofition made by the Earl of Chatham, 


whofe advice the Band followed, as it foon after 


appeared, to their own political deftruction. Be- 
fides, it was not under the Adminiftration of the 


Earl of Chatham, in the years 1767 and 1768, 


though the Americans date their misfortunes from 
the refignation of Mr. Pitt in October 1761, that 
the Bills impofing internal duties, and confe- 
quently eftablifhing internal Taxation in Ame- 


rica, were pafied into laws*? Did not the prefent 


Adminiftration, whofe meafures the Congrefs affe& 


to reprobate throughout, repeal all thofe Acts, ex- 


* > Geo. III. Ch. 46. . 
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cept the duty on Tea}, to gratify the prejudices 
of the Americans, and, if poffible, to re-eftablifh 
tranquility in all the Provinces? With what co- 
lour of reafon, therefore, can the Americans lay the 
blame either of their real or pretended grievances 
on the Noblemen and Gentlemen now in office ; 
and yet approve of the conduct of thofe very per- 
fons who paffed the Declaratory A@, and follow- 

ed it with Bills of impofts raifed in the Colonies ? 
In reprobating the Declaratory Act, the Con- 
‘erels recur to their ufual maxim, That Taxation 
and Reprefentation are infeparable. Though it has 
been already fhewn, that they are as much repre- 
fented as twenty-four in twenty-five of the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, though it has been prov- 
ed, that whole Provinces, not reprefented, had been 
for feveral ages fubjected to impofts laid by the 
Legiflature ; though it hall, hereafter, appear that 
they themfelves have been uniformly taxed by 
the Britith Parliament; this argument they hold 
forth as invincible, and found upon it their prefent 
refiftance to the fupremacy of the Parent-kingdom. 
‘Tn purfuing it injudicioufly and too far, they 
aétually difcover the expediency, and even necef- 
fity of that fupremacy, of which they fo loudly 
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complain. 
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complain. The Parliament of Great-Britain, fay 
they, will certainly perceive, «that an American 
“revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible 
** purpofes for which it is raifed, will a@u- 
ally lighten their own burdens, in proportion 
“as they increafe ours.” But is it not equitable, 
is it not juft, is it not neceflary, that all the 
{ubjeéts of the empire fhould bear, as equally as 
poflible, the public burdens of the empire? Why 
fhould the Americans, who have fo largely, fo 
uniformly, and fo effectually experienced the pro- 
tection of Government, be the only perfons ex- 
empted from paying their fhare of its expences? 


_Is it either reafonable or fuitable to the common 


ufage of Nations, that thofe who defert their coun- 
try fhould enjoy greater privileges than thofe that 


remain ? The Americans having been {pared during 


the infancy of their Colonies on account of their — 


poverty, endeavour to eftablith into an inherent 


right what was aétually an indulgence, 


_ Though this indulgence has been a fource of 
error to the more ignorant part of the Americans, 
there are furely many among them who know, 


‘that Parliament hath been uniformly accuitomed 


to extend its fupremacy over all the Colonies. 
In matters of revenue, in commerce, in civil, in 


all judicial regulations; and, in fhort, with regard 
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to the general conftitution of their government, 


the Provinces of North-America, till taught other- 
wife by a difappointed Faction in this Kingdom, 
allowed, that the whole fabrick of their polity 
might be new-modelled and reformed by the fu- 
perintending power of Parliament. In fact, 

has been fo new-modelled and reformed, wheneder 
abufes in the Adminiftration of their Government, 
under their civil polity, or the general intereft of 
the Britifh Empire, made it neceflary for Parliament 
to interpofe its authority. Inftances of this inter- 
pofition, in both cafes, prefent themfelves, in gl-— 
moftevery yolume of the Statutes, from the Refio- 
ration down to the prefent reign; yet the Ameri- 
cans falfely infinuate, that it was in the prefent 
reign the exercife of the authority of Parliament 
(except only in the regulation of trade) firtt com- 
menced, 


/ 


A brief recital of fome of thofe inftances may 
throw light on a fubject, rendered obfcure and 
perplexed by the prejudices of the ignorant, and 
the arts of defigning men. To gain the ears of 

the Populace, by awakening their ancient jea- 
loufies, the Americans affect to afcribe the prefent 
fyftem, of meafures to principles of Toryit Mo 
which, they pretend, prevail in our Councils. But, 

ynforcunately for this part of their plan of decep- ; 
tion, 
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tion, it will appear, that moft of the Ads which 
bind America in coercive regulations, were paffed 
foon after the Revolution; in the reign of the very 
Prince, who brought about that great event. The 
Wuic Minifters of King William (perceiving 
that the Colonies, even then, had entertained 
views of placing themfelves on a ground of inde- 
pendence on Parliament) advifed their Sovereign, 
and their advice now {ftands on record, to purfue 
meafures, which, in their confequence, fhould 
effeGtually fecure their thorough dependence on 
the Legiflature of this Kingdom, 


In confequence of the advice given by a Wuic 
Miniftry to a King who had mounted the throne 
upon Wuic principles; and alfo upon the full- 
eft evidence of the frauds and abufes committed 


in the Plantations, in violation of the A& of Navi- 
gation, the Act of the 7th and 8th of William IIT. 


‘for preventing frauds, and regulating abufes, 
‘¢ in the Plantations” was pafled. By that Act, a 
power was given to the Commiffioners of the Trea- 
fury and Cuffoms in England, “ to eftablith ports, 


“and appoint Officers, in the Plantations ; and 


“¢ thofe Officers to have the fame authority for 
“ vifiting fhips and goods, and entering houfes 
*S and warehoufes, as was exercifed by the fame 


4© Officer Eneland.” ? 
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All penalties and forfeitures were made recover- 
_able in the Courts at Weitminfter, or in Courts of 
Admiralty in the Plantations ; which Courts were 
then, for-the fi? time, eftablifhed throughout all 
America, In any action or fuit concerning his 
Majefty’s Duties, the offence might be laid in 
any precinét or divifion of, the Plantations, where 
the fame fhould be alledged to have been com- 
mitted, at the difcretion of the Officer or Informer. 
All laws, by-laws, ulages and cuftoms repugnant 
to any laws of Great Britain which relate to the 
Plantations, or mention the fame, are declared 
*¢ illegal, null, and void.” Many other reftrictions, 
too tedious to be mentioned, were at the fame 
time enacted and impofed. 


But it was not in matters of Trade onty, that 


Parliament, during the reign of King William, 
fuperintended and controuled the Colonies. The 
Colonifts, it was found, had encouraged Pirates, 
in various places; and no jultice could be obtain- 
ed in THEIR Courts againft offenders, whom they 
openly abetted, * To remedy this {hameful abufe, 
a remarkable Aa was paffed, in the 11th and rath 
of William Il. This Act abolifhed all jurifdiction 
in that cafe, in the Courts in the Plantations. 
With regard to America, it virtually repealed the 
_ Act of Henry VIII, by which Pirates were intitled 
ta 
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to atrial by Jury. The whole power of trying 
piratical offences in the Colonies, was vefted in 
Commiffioners appointed under the Great Seal of 
England, or Seal of the Admiralty. ~The mode 
of proceeding is fimilar to that in Courts Martial ; 
and a majority of voices either acquits or condemns, 


The Commiffioners were impowered to iffle war- 
rants, in any of the Colonies, for arrefting fuch 
Pirates, or their acceffaries. They might, at dif 
cretion, either try the criminals in America, or 
fend them to England to be tried. Should the 
Governors of any Charter or Proprietary Govern- 
ment refufe to affift the Commiffioners; fhould 


any perfon in authority in the Colonies refufe to 


pay obedience to the A&t; fuch refufal, in either 
cafe, was declared to be a forfeiture of the Charter. 


An Ac pafied in the roth and 11th year of the 
fame reign, confines the advantage of the Fifhery 
of Newfoundland to Britith fhips fitted out from 
Great-Britain. The execution of the orders and 
regulations refpeéting that Fithery, was placed in 
the hands of the Admirals, in the refpedtive har- 
bours’; that is to fay, in the hands of the Matter 
of the fhip thar fhould firft arrive from Great-Bri- 
tain. The decifion in all queftions of civil fuit ts 
vefted in fuch Admirals, with appeal to the Com- 


mander of the King’s fhips. All criminal offences 
are 
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are to be tried in any County of England, by the 
King’s Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer and 
Goal delivery. 


The opinions of this Nation concerning the 
‘Government of the Colonies, may be collected 
from the above Aas. The authority of Parlia- 
ment to bind America, in all cafes whatfoever, 
and whenever the general intereft of the whole 
Empire required it, was never difputed; and it 
was often exerted to correct abufes, and to fup- 
prefs the ideas of independence, which began, 
even then, to be cherifhed by the Colonies. The 
fame principles and the fame policy were carried 
down by Parliament through the three fucceeding 
reions of (Queen Anne, and of George I. and 


George II. 


Early in the firft of thofe reigns, the groffeft 
abufes were committed by the petty Legiflatures 
in the Colonies, with refpect to Coin. The 
ainterpofition of Parliament became neceffary to ~ 
correct thofe abufes. An Ac was paffed in the 6th 
of Queen Anne, for that purpofe; when theCoun- 
cils of that Princefs were guided by Whigs. By 
this A& the rates of Foreign Coin, in the Plan- 
tations, were afcertained ; and a fevere puniihment 
was inflicted on thole who fhould take them at 

higher 


fas 


higher rates. The American Trade was placed in 


the fame reign under further reftri€tions, by Aé 
of Parliament. Rice and Molafles were added to 
the lift of enumerated commodities. In the reign 
of George I. Furs and Copper-ore of the Planta- 
tions were fubjected to the fame reftrictions, 


The Britifh Parliament confined not to Ads 
their fenfe of the undoubted right they poffeffed 
of controuling the Colonies, in all cales whatfo- 


ever. In the Journals of both Houfes, there are © 


many Proceedings which furnifh proofs of their 
undeviating adherence to the fame principles. 
In the year 1702, a Bill was brought into the 


Hovfe of Commoris, for abolifiing all the Char- 


ter and Proprietary Governments in America, 
and re-uniting them tothe Crown. In 170, the 
Houfe of Lords came to feveral Refolutions on the 
fubje& of laws enacted in feveral of thofe Govern- 
ments. They declared thofe laws to be repugnant 
to the laws of England, .and deftructive to the 


~ Conttitutions This proceeding was likewife fols 
y es by a Bill for abolifhing thofe Charters, 


Thefe Bills, it muft be eee were not car- 
ia into laws. But they did not fail, through 
any doubt entertained by the Legiflature againit 
their propriety. They were loft through a change 
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in the fituation of thofe, who brought forward 
the meafure. That the opinion of the Legifla- 
ture continued the fame on this fubje&, is evi- 
dent; as the fame propofition was again taken 
up in the year 1716; when a Wuirc Miniftry — 
governed the Kingdom. 


In the reign of George II. the inftances of the 
controuling authority of Parliament over the Colo- 
nies, are more numerous and ftriking. By an A& 
of the 2d of George II. Chap. 35. fevere prohibi- 
tions and penalties are impofed and inflicted on 
fuch perfons as fhall cut and deftroy white Pine- 
trees, tho’ fuch Pinegrare growing within the li- 
mits of a Townfhip already granted; and thefe 
penalties are directed to be fued for and recovered 
in the Courts of Admiralty. The Merchants of 
Great Britain having, in the sth of the fame reign, 
preferred a Petition to Parliament, complaining 
of the difficulties they met with in the recovery of 
debts in the Plantations; an Act was paffed, which 
fubjected all real Eftates in the Colonies to juft 
debts and demands ; ; and to be affets, in the fame 
manner as in England, for the fatisfaction of debts 
due by Bond. The exportation of Hats from 
any of the Colonies, and even the conveyance of 

‘them by land from one Saiditin to another, is pro- 
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hibited, under fevere penalties, by an A& pares 
in the fame Seffion. 


* 


In the year 1733 the Province of Maflachufett’s 
Bay prefented a Petition to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, praying that they might be heard by Coun- 
fel on the fubje& of Grievances. The chief of 
thefe was, “* That the Crown had reftrained their 
‘ Governor, by inftructions, in certain cafes re-\ , 
** lative to the iffue and difpofal of Public Money, 
** and the emiffion of Paper-Bills of Credit.” The 
Commons, having confidered the matter, came to 
a Refolution, ‘* That the Petition was frivolous 
** and groundlefs, a high infult upon his Majefty’s 
“° Government, and tending to SHAKE OFF THE 
** DEPENDENCY of the faid Colony upon this 
** Kingdom, to which in Law and ricar THEY 
‘ OUGHT TO BE suUBJECT.” Complaint having, 
at the fame time, been made to the Houle, 


& “nee the Reprefentatives of that Colony had 


‘ CENSURED a perfon for giving evidence, before 
** a Committee of the Houfe, in the cafe of a Bill 
** then depending in Parliament ;” it was refolved, 
*¢ That the paffing fuch cenfure was an aupacrous 


“6 PROCEEDING, and a high violation of the privi- 


leges of the Houfe.” A Committee was ac- 
cordingly appointed ta enquire who were the 
abettors of this unwarrantable proceeding. 
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We may perceive, from the above circumftance, 
how jealous Parliament nave BEEN of their fu- 
premacy and uncontroulable authority over the 
Colonies. Happy it would have been for the bulk 
of the Colonitts, that this uncontroulable authori- 
ty had ftill extended itfelf with vigour over Ame- 
rica, gn the article of Paper-money. At Rhode- 
Ifland, in the year 1763, a Dollar was worth eight 
pounds ' Paper-currency; yet when the emiffion 


took place, it was only worth fix fhillings and 


eight pence. The confequence was, that Guar- 
dians and others, who had got pofleffion of effeéts 
_ belonging to infants and-orphans, being by law 
obliged to account for the nominal value onty, 
appropriated to themfelves the greateft part of the 
fortunes of their Wards, in confequence of the 
fall of the value of the Paper-currency. The 
cafe will certainly be the fame, with regard to the 
Paper-currency of the General Conerefs, notwith- 
‘ftanding its boafted credit, Jc muft fallin its va- 
Jue, whatever may be the iffue of the prefent Re- 
bellion. The exertion which they have made for 
emancipating the Colonies from the juft fupre- 
macy of the Mother-country, has opened a gate 
for the entrance of public ruin; for whilea Pa- 
per-currency prevails, America muft ever be drain- 
ed of filver and gold, 9 +) re 
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The Houfe of Commons were no ftra angers to 
the ruinous confequenices of an American Paper- 


currency, when they entered in’ the year 1740 


into a confideration of ** the abufes committed 
‘in the Colonies, in refpe&t to the emiffion of 
*« Paper Bills of Credit.” After a long examina- 
tlon, they came to various Refolutions, | They 
refolved, ‘© That the Act paffed in the 6th of 
Se Queen Anne, aicertaining the rates of Foreign 
s<¢ Coin in America, had not been duly obferved, 
«eThat many indirect practices, in that refpe&, 
‘© had been introduced, contrary to the true in- 
“ tent of the A&, That an Addrefs fhould be 
‘¢ prefented to his Majefty to require the Gover- 
‘¢ nors of his Colonies to take effeGual meafures 
€¢ for the ftrict obfervance of the Act of the 6th 
© of Queen Anne. ‘hat another Addrefs fhould 
‘* be prefented, requefting his Majefty to iffue 
ee his Royal Proclamation, to fettle and afcertain 
“the rates of foreign Gold Coins. That the 
$6 CREATING and iffuing Bills of Credit, 1 in the Bri- 
‘ tith Colonies, by virtue of Aéts of Affembly, 
“had fruftrated the defign of the A& of the 
“ 6th of Queen Anne, That an humble Addrefs 
“© of Thanks fhould be prefented to his Majefty, 
«for the orders he has already given on that 
* head ; and, That he fhould alfo be requefted 


to require and command the Governors of the 
** refpective 
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< refpective Provinces, not to give their affent to 
‘any Act, whereby Bills of Credit might be 
** iffued in lieu of Money.” 


Thefe fpirited Refolutions of the Commons 
checked, for fome time, the abufes in the emiffion 
and circulation of Paper-Money. The New- 
England Governments, however, did not continue 
long to pay any regard to ROYAL Inftructions, 
though fupported and enforced by the authority 
of the Houfe of Commons, The frauds committed 
awakened again the attention of Parliament. In 
the 24th of George II. an A& was paffed, * to 
*: regulate and reftrain Paper-bills of Credit in the 
“Four New-England Governments.” ‘The Go- 
vernors of thofe Colonies were prohibited under 
pain of being removed from their Governments, 
and for ever rendered incapable of any public. - 
office or place of truft, from affenting to any Act, 
Order, or Vote, for the iffue of any Paper-bills of 
Credit; and all fuch A&s, Orders, or Votes, 
were declared to be, ip/o faéfe, null and void, 


In the year 1741 the Colonies took up the idea 
of a Lanp-sawnk, which had proved fo unfuccefs- 
. ful in England in the reign of King William, 
The “ American Affemblies,” it appeared to 
Parliament, ‘“ had presume to pudlifh a fcheme 
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“ for fupplying a pretended want of a medium in 
“trade, for fetting up a Bank on land fecurity, 
“and to folicit fubfcriptions.? To corre@ this 
evil, an Act was paffed, in the 14th George II, 
“¢ to reftrain and prevent fuch unwarrantable prac- 
_“ tices; and to extend to America, the penalties 
“inflicted by a Statute of the 6th of George I. on 
“* perfons guilty of fuch practices in thefe king. 
** doms.”. ‘They were alfo fubjected, by the fame 
Ac, to the penalty and forfeiture ordained by 
the Statute of Provifion and pReMuUNIRE of the 
16th of Richard II. 


‘There are feveral other Statutes by which Par- 


liament with equal force affert their authority over 
the Colonies. In fome of thefe they carry this 
authority beyond the limits, with which they have 
hitherto circumfcribed it in this Kingdom, In 
the 29th” of George Il. cap. 35. Officers of the 
Army are empowered to enlift, in the Colonies, ap- 
prentices and indented fervants. The perfons fo 
enlifted were exempted from arrefts in civil actions, 
where the value of the action exceeds not ten 
pounds. To thefe ftriking inftances of the con- 
trouling power of Parliament over the Colonies, 
may be added the Act of 29d of George II. cap. 29. 
By that Act, “ every perfon erecting or working 
bs ay mill or other engine for flitting or rolling 
oe ‘¢ tron, 


é iron, or-any plating forge or furnace for making 
< fieel, is fubjected fo a penalty of 200l. to be 
« recovered in any of the Courts in W eft minfter- 
«* Fhall, or in the Court of Exchequer i in Scot- 


“ Jand.” 


The foregoing recital of Roae: binding the 
Colonies, prior to the prefent reign, of which the 


Congrefs fo much complain, js fufficient. to con- 
vince the difpaffionate, that the controuling power 
ef Parliament has been perpetually exerted, and 
never difputed. ‘There is hardly any object of 
Legiflation in which the laws of this Country have 
rot bound America. The Congrefs, whilft they 
affe& to difavow the fupremacy of the Britith Le- 
eiflature, acknowledge that fupremacy, perhaps 
thro” ‘nadvertence, in its utmoft latitude, — They 3 
own themfelves the fubjects of the King of Great- 
Britain ; yet it was the Britifh Legiflature that 
placed his Majefty and his family on the Throne. 
Were the Colonies reprefented in the Parliament 
which’ limited the fuccefion of the Crown to the 
Houfe of Hanover, any more than they were in- 
sat ‘which laid 3 paltry Duty on Tea in the 
Ports of America? His Majefty owes his Throne 
to the Laws of England; and, as King, he can 
ei no take that is not bound by that law. 


2% 
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Taxation has been purpofely omitted in the 
above detail. That article, as the great object of 
centeft, ought to be feparately flated, The feveral 
inftances of the exercife of the power of Parlia- 
Ment, in that cafe, thal] be, therefore, thrown into 
one point of view, The fir inflance of Taxa- 
‘tion is the A& of the 12th of Charles I. for 
granting to the Crown a duty of Tonnage and 
Poundage. This A& is in point. It dire@s, that” 
the duties abovementioned « thall be payable | 
“upon commodities not only imported into the 
““realin of England, but alfo into the pom. 
“ NIONS THEREUNTO BELONGING.” The Colonies 
are here included in exprefs words. It is true, 
indeed, that the Duties of Tonnage and Poundage 
were noT collected in America. The reafon Was, 
that the commerce of the Plantations was fo in- 
_confiderable, that the revenue arifing from it could 
not pay the expence of collection. 


“ 


But whatever might have been the reafon for 
nor collecting the Duties of Tonnage and 
Poundage in the Colonies, the Law was certainly 
underftood to extend to Ameriea. In the year 
1680, the Affembly of the Ifland of Jamaica re- 
fafed to. raife levies for the fupport of Govern- 

iy “ment.” Upon this refufal, the Lords of the 


|. : Council made a Minute * to confer with the 


- 
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«Judges upon the queftion : Whether the 
“* fubfidies upon the Tonnage and Poundage 
“upon goods that may by Law, or fhall be 
* directly carried to Jamaica, be not payable, 
“according to Law, by his Majetty’s fubjects 
“¢ inhabiting that Ifland, or trading there, by 
< virtue of the Acts of Tonnage and Poundage, 


‘¢ or other A@ts made in England: ?? Unfortue . 


nately it does not appear, whether the conference | 
was ever held; or if it was actually held, what 
was the refult. 


The 25th of Charles II. cap. 7. is the next 
A& that binds America, in point of Taxatione 
By that Act certain duues are made payable in 
the Plantations, upon fugar, tobacco, cotton- 
wool, indigo, ginger, logwood, futftic, and other 
dying woods, and cocoa-nuts exported to any 
other place, ‘except England. Thefe Duties con- 
tinue to be paid to this day; yet the Congrefs in 
their Letters to the People, and alfo in their Decla- 
ration, exprefly fay, ‘ that till the prefent reign, 
“© they have ever exercifed an exclufive right over 


“ their own property.” They were no {trangers 


to the falfehood of this impudent affertion. But 
the duty of a penny per pound on tobacco, by the 


asth of Charles il. was prefented by King Wil- 


liam to the College of William and Mary in Vir- 
ginla. 


\ 
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ginia. The Virginians, they knew, would, by no 
means, relifh the repeal of that AG; 5 as the Royal 
Grant to the College comprehends the Tobacco 
exported from Maryland, as well as that fhipped 
from sone 


i the pik of Queen Anne, an A& was pafied, 
impofing certain Duties on all prize-goods taken 
in America, and imported into any of the Colo- 
nies. ‘Thefe Duties were as follows: “ All Eu- 
** ropean goods (wine and brandy excepted) which 
** have been ufually fent to the Plantations, are to 
“pay THERE fuch Cuftoms as are payable 
‘for the like goods imported into the Planta- 
** tions from Great-Britain. Other goods taken 
** as prizes fhall be liable rHErz to fuch Duties 
** as were payable for the fame, by any A of 
*¢ Affembly, in the faid Plantations.” 


To thefe Acts, fubje@ing his Majefty’s fub- 
jects in America to Taxes impofed by the Bri- 
tifh Parliament, feveral others may be added, 
~The A& of the goth of Queen Anne, for efta- 
blifhing a Poft-office. The various Acts pafled 
for levying and enforcing the collection of the 
duty of fixpence per month, out of Seamen’s 
‘Wages, for the fupport of Greenwich Hofpital, 


a thefe Acts extend to America, They bind the 
G 2 ; Colonies 
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Colonies as well asthe Mother-Country. Their 
authority was never difputed; and the Taxes 1m- 
pofed by them have been uniformly raifed. The 
Ac of the ,rft of George I. exprefly mentions 
and appropriates certain Plantation-duties, and 
orders them to be paid into the Exchequer. ~The 
A& of the 2d of George II. cap. 7, is equally ex- 
plicit and decifive in the words. It requires the 
payment. of the Duties for Greenwich Hofpital, 
“¢ by feamen belonging to American fhips, whe- 
«ther employed upon the high feas, or in any 
“‘ port, harbour, bay or creek, withiny any of 
§* the Colonies.” | 


It appears from this detail of facts, that the 
right of Parliament to bind the Colonies, in all 
cafes whatfoever, is not a claim founded on mere 
theory: on the contrary, that the controuling | 
power of the Legiflature is warranted by conftant 
ufage, and uninterrupted practice : That the De- 


claratory Act, of which the Americans complain, 
contains no new, no affumed powers over the 


Plantations ; and that there is fcarce any chan- 
nel of Legiflation, through which the Britith 
Parliament has nor exerted its fupremacy, in as_ 
full and ample a manner as it has been exerted 
over the inhabitants of Great-Britain; and all this 
prior to the prefent reign, in which the Congrefs 
place the commencement of * PUBLIC RUIN.” Ie 
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is evident, upon the whole, that the ric¢ht of the 
Britifh Legiflature to bind the Colonies in all 
cafes whatever, is founded on long and immemo- 
rial ufage, and uniform and uninterrupted praétice. 
Upon the fame principles ftand the legal preroga- 
tives of the Crown, the privileges of both Houfes 
of Parliament, and the cleareft and moft incontef- 
tible rights of the three branches of the Legifla~ 
ture united, 


The American Congrefs, with a partiality for 
themfelves {carcely confiftent with, their defign of 
gaining others, in the next paragraph of their 
Declaration, call the Aéts, which were the con- 
SEQUENCE Of the refiftance of their conftituents, 
the cause of their rebellion. In defcending to par- 
ticulars, their firft complaint is ftated againft “the 
** extenfion of the jurifdition of the Courts of 
*“* Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty beyond. their 
“¢ former limits ;” by which, they alledge, “ the 
** fubject is deprived of his inherent right of a 
$s trial by Jury.” _ This is mere declamation, ad- 


dreffed to the prejudices of the ignorant. In the 
Courts of Admiralty erected in the Colonies, all 
fuits between the King and the Subje&, whether 
breaches of the A&t of Navigation or quéftions of 
revenue, have always been determined without 
trial by Jury. ‘The reafon was, that no Court of 
BY | Exchequer 


Exchequer was ever eftablifhed in America, Even 
in England, for breaches of the laws of excife, 
land-tax, and other queftions of revenue, there 
are no trials by Jury. The jurifdiction of the 
Courts of Admiralty in America, has been ex- 
tended onty to the cafes juft mentioned. In all 
criminal queftions, commonly called the Pleas of 
thé Crown, in all civil fuits between fubjeé& and 
fubject, the inhabitants of America have uniformly 
enjoyed the fame mode of trial, and in fimilar 
Courts of common-law and equity, with the in- 
habitants of Great-Britain. 


The Conerefs furely forget, or it is:not con- 
fiftent with their defign to remember, that the al- 
terations of which they complain were made at 
the requeft of the Americans themfelves. The 
reafons affigned for this requeft were, that the 
Courts of Admiralty eftablifhed formerly in the 
various Provinces, poffeffed fo little dignity, on 
account of the dependence and poverty of. the 


Judges, that juftice was either facrificed to con- | 


nexions, or biaffed by avarice. Befides that, Ap- 
peals to Great-Britain could be feldom made, on 
account of the expence and diftance.. To re- 
medy this evil, the prefent eftablifhment of Courts 
of Admiralty in America was formed. Four great 
Courts of Vice-Admiralty were erected. The 


Judges 


ar J 
Judges were rendered independent by ample fala. 
ries. The line of appeal became short, eafy, and 
obvious ; and had the Americans been indulged, 
contrary to the courfe of the Admiralty in England, 


with the privilege of trial by Jury, the parties 
would be Judges. oe 


The complaint of the Congrefs, with regard 
to the Bill for fhutting the Port of Bofton, is 
at once unjuft and ridiculous. It is unjuft, as it 
was the feditious conduct of the inhabitants that 
forced the Legiflature into a meafure of coercion ; 
and ridiculous, as they themfelves had it in their 
power to remove the grievance. The deftruc« 
tion of the Eaft-india Company’s tea is well 
known to have been the deliberate a& of a 
great majority of the people of Bofton. To 
obtain reparation by the common courfe of 


Jaw was impoffible. ‘Che number and influence: 


of the offenders fcreened them effectually from 
juftice. The leading and domineering power was 
in actual rebellion. They had refifted an A&@ of 
Parliament, by an armed force, It was a public 
crime, and the punifhment ought to have been ge- 
neral, The Act for thutting the port’ was there- 
fore a meafure of coercion againft avowed Re- 
bels. The fatal error of Government was, that 


they were not confidered throughout as fuch; 
and 
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and Adminiftration, inftead of deferving cenfuré 
for feverity, were highly reprehenfible for their ill- 
! timed lenity; as, after the Bill was pafted, they 
flept under it, as a peace-regulation. 

In purfuance of the plan of tendernefs and for= 
bearance, which has been fatally loft on the 
Americans, the Bill for fufpending the trade of 
Bofton was rendered conditional. A door was 
left open for an immediate reconciliation, fhould 
the Affembly of Maflachufett’s-Bay make a pub- 
lic grant, for repairing the damage fuftained by 
a Company of Merchants, through a public out- 
rage. Yer the Congrefs ftigmatize with the name 
of injuftice,.a coercive Statute rendered abfolutely 
neceflary by the fhamelefs depredations of the in- 
habitants of Bofton; and which Statute they 
themfelves had it in their power to terminate, in 
an inftant, by doing an act of common juftice. 


But why fhould we expect common juftice to- 


wards others, among a people who (with regard 
to the Tea-Ac) have been manifeftly unyuft to 
themfelves? It is of the Duty on Tea, the Ame- 
ricans principally complain; yet they fubmitted to 
a Duty of 7]. per Ton, laid on Wines, the Seffion 
which Sapa © preceded the paffing of the 

Tea- 
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Tea-A@. The Duty on Tea was alfo fubmitted 
to in all the Provinces where that commodity had 
not been ufually introduced by Smuggling, Bof- 
ton itfelf, and even Mr, John Hancock (now pre- 
SIDENT of the Congrefs, but formerly a moft no- 
torious SMUGGLER), originally made no objection 
to the Aé&. It was when the Eaft-India Com- 


pany, by adopting the plan of fending Tea to. 
America in their own name, gave the fnifhing » 


blow to Smuggling, that the inhabitants of Mafia. 
chufett’s-Bay determined to oppofe the Duty, 
Prior to the Aé& for laying the THREE-PENCE Duty 


on Tea, payable in the Colonies, the Americans 


actually paid a SHILLING, together with the 
profit of the Merchant. Formerly all Tea ex. 
ported to the Plantations went encumbered with 


a Shilling, paid by the Eaft-India Company. In. 
other words, the Duty was not drawn back on. 


exportation; fo that, by the A, the confumer 
is a gainer of a Shilling in every pound of Tea, 
if to the nine-pence duty we fhould add commiffion, 


infurance, freight, and profit. Smugglers found 


themfelves incapable of carrying on their contra- 
band commerce; and they inflamed an ignorant 
rabble, to ferve their own intereft, or to gratify 
their own revenge. 


H ee AY 


With equal effrontery, and with fll lefs reafon, 
the Congrefs exclaim againft the alteration made in 
the form of the government of Bofton. With thew 
ufual fallacy in argument, the Americans with to 
eftablith it as a maxim in polity, That Charters 
granted by the crown, can neither be reveried nor 
The Congrefs de- 


fignedly make no diftin@tion between the power 


altered by the LEGISLATURE. 


of the King, and the power of the Legiflature, 


- The King cannot revoke any Charter he grants, 


without the concurrence of the two other branches 
of the Legiflature. But it has already appeared 
that the King can grant no Charter, which the’ 
three branches of the Legiflature united cannot 
alter and annul, They might as well go at once 
to the whole fupremacy ; and fave themfelves the 
trouble of thus fupporting a caufe untenable on 
any other grounds. The three branches of the 
Legiflature united make daily alterations tm the 
Conititution of Great-Britain; and, if their Su- 


premacy extends over the whole empire, they — 
have the fame right to alter the conftitution of - 


the American Colonies. If the Americans deny 
this pofition, all aroument is at an end; and 
they avow an independence, which, in THEIR 
circumftances, marks them out for enemies. 
The alterations under the circumftances exifting 
at the time, were abfolutely necefiary. 

a Conftirution 
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Conftitution was attacked, the Civil Magiftrates 
ought to have been on the fide of the Conftitution, 
and not. all named by the fomenters of rebellion, 
who denied the authority of the Legiflature. 
After all, this alteration of which the Congrefs 
affect to complain, is no more than putting the 
inhabitants of Maflachufet’s-Bay on the fame 
footing with the other Colonies. They have re- 
ceived in miniature the counter-part of the con- 
ftitution of the Mother-Kingdom; and have tHey 
aright, or can THEY with to be more free than 
the. freeft nation in the world*? 


The Act for regulating the Government of 
Quebec,, furnifhes the Congrefs with an ample 
field for declamation. To inveigh againft Po- 
pery and arbitrary Power has been ever a favou- 


* In fomé of the Colonies, Rhode-Ifland in particular, every 
Oificer, from the Governor down to the Conftable, is annu- 
ally chofen, Such is the confufion and fo violent are the ani- 
mofities which attend this general election, that every feniible 
man in the province wifhed the Charter revoked, and a 
Form of Government eftablifhed on the fame footing with 
the Southern Colonies. ‘The extenfion of the right of eleci- 


ing Magiftrates to the people at large, was the prigcipal cauie 
of the fall of freedom in Old Rome. The prejudices and 
fears of the rabble were the fteps by which ambitious men 
afcended to a power, which they converted into tyranny 


over their foolifa Conftituents. The vanity gratified by/the 
right of eleftion, was ioon balanced by indignity and con-- 
tempt.; for the grandfons of the voters who placed Marius, 
Cinna, and Cefar at the head of the State, were employed by 


Caligula in raifing his horfe to the Confulthip. 
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rite topic with men, who with to profit by the 
prejudices of the people. Had the Conerefs at- 
‘tended to the general principles of the Britith 
‘Conftitution, they might have informed them- 
felves, that His Majefty, without the interpofition 
of the two other branches of the Legiflature, 
‘might have permitted the inhabitants of Canada 
‘to remain for ever under French laws. There’ 
is no maxim in the Law of England more gene- 
rally known or lefs controverted than, That in 
conquered or ceded countries, which have already 
laws of their own, fuch laws remain in full force 
till they are altered and changed by the Sove- - 
reion. Had Fiis’Majefty, therefore, entertained 
fuch defigns as the Congrefs obliquely lay to 
his charge, why fhould he call in the aid of the 
‘Legiflature to execute what was already done by 
' ‘the Common Law? The Congrefs will not, furely, 

| affirm, that the fyftem of government eftablithed 

by the Legiflature in Quebec, is fo arbitrary in 


itlelf, or fo fit for the purpofes of defpotifm, as 
the Conftitution which fubGfte 


d in that Province 
under the French, 


Ought they not to confider, 
that no other form of Sovernment could have 


been eftablithed, fo fuitable to the difpofition of 
the inhabitants, the tenures of their property, 
and the toleration of their religion, to all which — 
they had an undoubted right, by the terms of 


their 
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their Capitulation, and the articles of the fubfe. 
quent Treaty oF Peace? 


The Oppofition at home, as well as the Pa. 
triots abroad, have found an extenfive fubject for 
pathetic eloquence, in the form of Government 
now eftablifhed by Law in Canada. The former 
have either very treacherous memories, or they 
change without any ceremony their opinions with 
their fituation. Under the Adminiftration of the 
‘Earl of Chatham, Mr. Morgan, Lord Shelburne’ 5 
Secretary, was fent privasely to America, as Com- 
miffioner, to fettle and regulate anew code for 

the Government of Quebec. The Governor and 
Chief Juftice of that Province, if Iam not mit 
taken, were joined with Morgan in this fecret, 
but 1 important commiffion. The meafure, it is faid, 
was confidered by the Board of Trade; it was 


certainly debated, if not adopted by the Cabinet, - 


as far back as the year 1767, during the plenitude 
of the Earl of Chatham’s power. Lord Camden 
was Chancellor, and gave his fanétion to regula- 


tions more allied to Defpotifm than thofe he re- 


probates at prefent. The Duke of Grafton, the 
Earl of Shelburne, General Conway, and feveral 
others of “ that illuftrious Band,” on whofe vir- 


tues the Americans expatiate with rapture, 'ap- 
proved this popisH, ARBITRARY, TYRANNICAL 


fyflem 


[ 54 J 
fyftem. of Government *: yet all thefe are, now; 
true Americans, ftrenuous Proteftants, Whigs 
of the ancient mould, determined aflertors of 
freedom, avowed enemies to OPPRESSION, POPERY, 


and: ARBITRARY POWER ! 
\ 


The Congrefs, with a pliance fuitable to their 
defign, vary their language, according to-the fup- 
pofed prejudices of thofe whom they with to de- 
ceive. When they fpeak, to the Oppofition in Par- 
liament, and the reftlefs {pirits without doors in 
Great Britain, they declaim, with vehemence, 
againft the Quebec-bill, as the means of eftablith- 
ing defpotilm 1 in Government and errors in Reli- 
gion, . When they write: to, the Canadians, they 
affure them, ‘‘ that religious and. focial principles 
* are not incompatible; that the fate of the Pro- 
“¢ teftant and Catholic Colonies are ftrongly linked 
“* together 5 that they fincerely with to unite with 
Bese in defence of common Liberty.” Had the 
elaring inconfiftencies i in. thefe oppolite profeffions 
of the Congreis, rehenied a fecret from the Pub- 
lic in general, we might be induced to placethem 
to the great account of American deceptions. 
But as they were printed by the very perfons by 
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* Anoble Wuia, the Marquis of Rockingham, fenta Papi » 
Bifhop to Quebec, . 
whom 


_ Cannot be controverted. But had evo) a new law 


ee | 
whom they were made, we can fcarcely afcribe 
this part of the condué of the Congrefs toa bet- 
ter motive than political lunacy. 


The Congrefs enumerate, among their com- 
plaints againft the Britith Legiflature, the Re- 
folution of Parliament to give its due force to 
an unrepealed Statute paffed in the time of Henry 
VIII. It is declared in the Refolution, that upon 
this Statute, treafons and mifprifions of treafon 
committed in any of his Majefty’s dominions 
beyond fea, fubject to the Crown of Great-Britain, 
may be tried in England. Though this Refolu- 
tion is confidered by the Congrefs as a part of the 
ideal fyftem of enflavement, with which they 
charge the King and Parliament, it contains no 
novelty, no uncommon ftretch of law. A thou- 


- fand inftances of the fame kind are upon record, © 


long before the prefent difputes with America 
began. One inftance is extremely remarkable; 
I mean, the tranfactions in the Cafe of the Infur- 
rection in Antigua, in the year 1711. All the 
proceedings were founded on the Act of Henry 
VIII. Some of the Infurgents were fent to Eng- 
land; they were tried upon that Statute; and that 
circumftance has eftablifhed a prececent which 


of 


of this kind been made, what reafon’ could the 
American Congrefs have to complain? Have 
not the prejudices, infurrections, and even Te- 
bellion of their own countrymen totally inter- 
rupted the common courfe of juftice over all 


the vaft Continent which they inhabit ; and thal 
the generality of the crime be admitted a com- 


petent excufe againft-punifhment ? 


The Americans owe this grievance, if in fact 
it deferves the name, to that ‘¢ illuftrious band,” 
whofe former political fins have, it feems, been 
obliterated by - their prefent oppofition. ~The 


Declaratory-A@t, the Tea-Bill and internal Taxa-. 


tion were, confeffedly the work of the “ illuftri- 
“ ous band.” One of their leaders (Lord Camden) 
was the author of the Refolutions of which the 


Congrefs fo loudly complain. He carried them, 


as Chancellor, to the King; and it was at his 
Lordfhip’s inftigation they were propofed. in 
Parliament, and fent up in an Addrefs from both 
Houfes. to His Majefty. If, therefore, $6 ehesiiet 


“¢ berties of America” (to borrow an expreffion — 


from one of her writers) ‘* have received a mor- 


ways been the friend of American independence 
2 and 


“tal ftab by thefe Refolutions,” the dagger 
which inflicted the wound was in the hands of 
a FRIEND, This FRiEND, however, has not al- 


Lead lense nia 


ee. | 


_and refiftance. Mr. Pratt, when Attorney-Ge- 


neral, advanced a doctrine very different fromm 


that adopted by Lord Camden, when divefted of 
the Great-Seal. Initead of erecting each petty 
Affembly in the Colonies into a branch of 
an Independent Legiflature, he declared under 
his hand, “* That care fhould be taken not to 
“admit the encroachiments of the Provin- 

“cial Affemblies on the Upper Houfes, when 
‘$ © they fupport fuch encroachments by argu- 
“ments drawn from the exercifé of the like 
“ tights in thé Britifh Houfe of Commons. ‘The 
* Conftitutions of the two Affemblies differ tun- 
© DAMENTALLY in many refpeéts. Ovr Houfe 
“¢ of Commons ftands upon its own laws, the Lex 


<< Parliamentaria. But the Affemblies i in the Co- _ 
-* Jonies are regulated by their tefpedtive Charters, 


«“ Ufages, and the Common Law or Encranp; 
*‘ and will never be allowed to Assume thofe pri- 
“* vileges which the Houfe of Commons are en- 
“titled to yustty here, upon principles which 
“ neither can hor Must be applied to the Affem= 
“ blies of the Colonies *.”? 


* MS. opinion of Attorney-General Pratt, (now Lord 
Camden ) je aes from the Archives of Maryland. 


J Equally 
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Equally ftrong in itfelf, and. adverfe to che 
claims of the Colonies, was the opinion of the 
fame man, with regard to the trade of Great- 
Britain with America. He was fatisfied, he faid, 


_ that “the Mother-Country would never endure 


“¢ any impoft laid by the American Affemblies on 
ce her trade. The Provinces,” continues Mr. 
pacar might, by the fame rule, prohibit the . 
*“‘ importation, as well as they might tax the 
“‘ merchandize imported; and it feems to’ be a 

“‘ very unwarrantable attempt to make the Eng- 
“ lifh importer of goods carried to America in 
the way of trade, pay a tax for the defence of 
* any of the Provinces, for no other confidera- 
“tion but the liberty of trading there, to which. 
rs ene Britain has an ORIGINAL RIGHT, which 

‘cannot be invaded, or even regulated, by. any | 
“ «hing the Colonies can do.” 


: But to return to the A& of te VIL. The 
paffions of the Congtefs have effaced, in this i in- 
ftance, as well as in many others, that thew of 
xeafon which they with to hold forth to the world. 


‘They complain of the exertion of orp Acts of © 


the Legiflature; yet it is undeniably certain, 
that, in their Courts of Law, it has been a 
{tanding rule, that all A@ts of Parliament of a 
rh general 
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general nature, prior to the refpective eftablith- 
ment of the different Colonies, are binding upon 
the Inhabitants. It was alfo a ftanding rule, 
that all fubfequent, Acts, which exprefsly com- 
prehended any of the Colonies by name, fhould 


bind. fuch Colony, though contrary to Acts 
of Affembly. The Americans, in general, be-- 


fore the commencement, of the prefent troubles, 
would have reprobated the idea of their not 
being entitled to the benefit of all general Acts 


of Parliament, for the good of the People. 


Why, therefore, fhould they claim an exemption 
from. a general A&, which enforces the obe- 
dience of the People to the Sovereign Power? 
Obedience and protection are reciprocal _ duties, 
If they deny obedience to the Aéts of the Britith 
Legiflature, what claim have they to rights un- 
der the Bays Government ! ? 


_ From condemning the Aas of the Legiflature, 
the Congrefs pafs to complaints againtt their, 


Sovereign, as well as. his principal fervants. 
They alledge, that the “* Americans have ‘incef- 


“ fantly and ineffeCtually befieged the Throne 
*¢ for ten years,” yet conceal the reafon, which 
was, That their demands, rather than requetts, 


were fuch as the Sovereign could not grant, con- 
Te Zale fiftent 
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fiftent with the powers vefted in him by the 


Conftitution. They complain, ‘that fleets and 


armies have been fent to their country, to enforce | 
the coercive laws enaéted by the Legiflature, for 
the eftablifhment of its fupremacy ; yet they 
pafs oyer in filence the outrages committed by 
themfelves, which rendered that meafure necef- 4 
fary. Did they not draw the fword with one hand, 3 
when the other was ftretched forth with Petitions 

for relief from pretended grievances ?. Did they , 
not purchafe. arms, ammunition, and artillery, 
form magazines, enlift foldiers,. and prepare in 


every refpect for rebellion and war, when they 
affected to {peak the eee of omithey and” 
peace § eich tis 


All thefe are facts that cannot be controverted., - 


The Congrefs know oe truth, but purfue their 
plan of ee ‘ They hoped in vain,” 
they fay, < for moderation in their enemies ;” yet 


their own conduct has been one Saaiatea feries” 
of violence, oppreffion, and injuftice. Having 


: difclaimed their allegiance to the Sovereign, dif- » 


obeyed | the Aéts of the Legiflature, deftroyed the 


property, and infulted the perfons of the fervants 


of the State ; , affumed the functions of fovereignty, 
and rufhed into a@ual rebellion; they complain” 
* of a want of moderation | in Government, for 


exer ting 


; 
» 


o 
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exerting the power vetted in it by the Conttitu. 
tion, for reftoring tranquillity, enforcing legal . 
_fubmiffion to the laws of the State, and for pro- 
Beh the injured, and punifhing the guilty. 


Throughout the hole of their ftrange Decla- 
ration, the American Congrefs appear to adapt 
their reafonings to the weaknefs of the prejudiced, - 
and their facts to the credulity of the ignorant. 
They affirm, that they have uniformly endea- 
voured to procure an accommodation with the 
Mother-Country ; yet they reprobate the Refolu- ’ 
tion of the Commons, on the 20th of February, 
which opened a fair channel for agreement. They. 
call the Refolution “ an infidious manceuvre, 
F calculated to divide the Americans, and to efta- 
*¢ blifh a perpetual auction of taxation, where 
** Colony fhould bid againft Colony, all of them 
*¢ uninformed what ranfom fhould redeem their . 
_ “lives; and thus to extort from them, at the: 
“< point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that’ 
‘¢ fhould be fufficient to gratify, if poffible’ to 
“ eratify, Minifterial rapacity, with the miferable. 
“ indulgence left them of raifing, in their own 
& mode, the prefcribed tribute.” We may learn, 


from. this tedious and involved fentence, how’ 
- much the Congrefs have profited by the Speeches - 
of Patriotifm in the Britifh Parliament. A noted. 
ul baba Orator> 
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Orator, who has been fufpected ¢ of having penned 
| the DECLARATORY BILL, (which, the Congrefs 
alledge, contains the whole mafs of American. 
grievances) ufed almoft the fame words in the 
Houfe of Commons, on the day the Refolution 
came under debate. But former demerits have 
been forgot, in what the American Demagogues » 
foolifhly conftrue into prefent fervices. 
0 o fhew the nature of the Propofition which 
the Congrefs ftigmatize with the name of an “ in- 
s‘ fidious manceuvre,” fome previous facts mutt. 
be explained. On the fecond of February, @ 
Motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, for 
an Addrefs to his Mayefty, which was foon after » 
refented, with the concurrence of the Lords. 
In this Addrefs, the two Houfes having ftated 
fome faéts, were induced to declare, that a rebel- 
lion aétually exited at that time in the Province 
of Maffachufett’s-bay : ‘Phat this conduct was the 
more inexcufable, w when it was confidered with 
how much temper his Majefty and the two 
Houfes of Parliament had acted, in fupport of 
the Laws and Conftitution of Great-Britain : That 
they were refolved never fo far to defert the 
truft repofed in them, as to relinquifh ANY PART 


of the SOVEREIGN ‘AuTHORITY over ALL his 
Mayesty’s Dominions, which the law invefted. 


in 


et 
in his Majefty and the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment: That the conduét of the Americans was 
fafficient to convince them of the neceflity of 
this fupremacy and power: That, however, 
they had always been, and always fhould be 
ready to pay attention and regard to any real 
grievances, which fhould be laid before them 
in a puTiruL and cONSTITUTIONAL manner : | 
That they requefted his Majefty to take the moft 
effectual meafures to enforce due obedience to 
the laws and authority of the Supreme Legifla- 
ture: And that they were refolved, at the hazard 
of their lives and fortunes, to fupport his Ma- 
jefty againft all rebellious attempts, in the main- 
tenance of the juft rights of his Paw and the 
two Houfes of Parliament. 


In this Addrefs the two Houfes of Parliament, 


while they held forth the Sword in one hand, 
evidently tendered the Olive-branch with the 


other. The Americans themfelves were made 


the arbiters of their own fate. The choice of war 
or peace was left in their own hands. “But as the 


offer of Parliament to liften. to the real griev- 


ances of the Colonifts was deemed too general to 
form a foundation for an agreement between them 


and the Mother-Countty ; ; the Minifter, wifhing to 
‘ conciliate 
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conciltate matters with America, even contrary to 
the opinion of many F riends to this Country, laid 
before the Houfe of Commons fome EXPLICIT. 
propositions; which might anfwer that end. Ac: 
cordingly, on the twentieth of February, the fol- 
lowing Propofitions were introduced to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfes by thé Chancellor 
of the Exchequer: “ That it is the opinion of 
«“ this Committee, that when the Governor, | 
Council, and Affembly, or General Court of his 
“ Majefty’s Provinces or Colonies fhall propole to 

** make provifion | according to their tefpective 
“ conditions, circumftances, and fituations, for 
“ contributing their proportion to the common. 
' defence ; fuch proportion to be raifed under the’ 
« Be an of the General Court or General Ak 
“ fembly of fuch Province or Colony, and difpof- 
“able by Parliament; and fhall engage to make 
. provifion alfo for the fupport of the Civil Go- 
hg vernment, and the adminiftration of juftice 
“in fuch Province or Colony ; ; it will.be pro- 
“* per, if fuch propofal fhall be approved by his 
< Majetty i in Parliament, and for fo long as fuch. 
ec fhall be made accordingly, to forbear 
‘in refpect of fuch Province or Colony, to levy 
““any duties, tax, or affeffment, or to impofe: 
“any further duty, tax, or affeffinent, except 
| “ only 


bg 
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“ only fuch duties as it may be expedient to ims 


** pofe for the regulation of Commere; the nett 


_ “ produce of the duties laft mentioned, to be car- 


“ried to the account of fuch Province, Colony, 
** or Plantation refpectively.” 
This Refolution, which was carried by a great 


majority, plainly marked the ground for a nego~ 


tiation, and an equitable agreement with the Co- 
lonies. It was moderate, comprehenfive, and ex- 
plicit, It named the perfons from whom the pro- 
pofals. muft come, and thofe to whom they were 
to be made. The end and purpofe of the Con- 
tribution were explained, The appropriation of 
the expected revenue was fpecified, and preclud- 
ed every fufpicion of its. being mifapplied. 


- ‘Though the offer was conditional, it was plainly 


conclufive, as long as the Americans themfelves 
fhould adhere to the agreement. They had it in 
their power to tax themfelves, the great point for 
which they profeffed to contend; and the only 
right referved by the Legiflature was, to deter- 
mine the quantum of the fupply; and they 
alone can determine it, as being the fupreme 


power, who are the fole judges of what is ne- 


ceflary to fupport the State. .The Propofition, 
upon the whole, was AT LEAST as favourable to 
the pretenfions of the Americans, as to the claims 

& of 
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of the Mother-Country. The former, therefore, 
muft have accepted the propofal, had what they 


held forth to the Public formed the real principles 
of their oppofition. 


The Minority in Parliament, who deemed no- 
. thing fo fatal to their own views, as an agreement — 
| with the Americans, upon equitable, and confe- 
quently permanent terms, oppofed this Propofi- 
tion as infidious in’ its nature, and for that 
purpofe rendered obfcure and perplexed in its 
language. The American Demagogues, whofe 
influence can’ only exift in the midft of anarchy 
and confufion, oppofed it with fimilar views. 
| The latter, indeed, have approved fo much of 
the sENTIMENTS, or rather PRorEssions of the 
former, that they have, in their Declaration, 
echoed back their very words in Parliament. ‘The 
argument before went only to the claim of the 
Americans to be permitted, in their Affemblies, 
to fettle the mode of Taxation. They then de- 
manded an exclufive privilege of fixing the 
amount or quantum of the fupply ; ; and now they 
give no fupply at all. But if neither the mode 
nor ‘the quantum is to be left in the power of 
Parliament, what power has -Parliament left, 
with regard to the taxing of the Americans ? BS 
Ought the Bririsn Lictsuature to lay numeLy w 


{ 
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the wants of the Public before the PET DY Lor 
GISLATURES of America, and requeft their aid 
for the general Support of Government 3 What 
would this be, but the total emancipation of the 
Colonies from that fupremacy for which we con- 
tend ? | 


But a total emancipation has been all along 
the objec of thofe Demagogues, who with to 
erect their own ufurped authority on the ruins of 
all legal Government. The Refolutions of the 
20th of February had, at firft, a fair hearing in 
America; they were accidentally carried over and 
printed at leaft two weeks before the usuat prt- 
VATE LETTERS, PATRIOTIC spEECHES jin Parlia- 
ment, and secret instructions of the « iluf 
" trious Band” arrived, During this interval, the 
general cry was, that’ every thing they had. con- 
tended for was granted. The leaders were con- 
founded f" but when the private letters, fecret in- 
itructions, and patriotic fpeeches, came, the face of 
affairs was inftantly changed. The Refolutions 
were reprinted with an inflammatory Preface, The 
{pirit of the Demagooues returned. They inculcat- 
ed with vehemence, that the Refolutions were infi- 
dious ; that Taxation was not relinquithed by Par- 
liament ; and that the juft authority of the Affem- 


blies was annihilated, as they had no longer the 


power either of judging of the propriety of the 
fervice, 
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fervice, or of determining ‘the quantum of the 
fupply. 


The Americans formerly declared themfelves 
willing to contribute to the exigencies and ex- 
pences of the State, provided the demand fhould 
come by requifition from the King, and not by 
an immediate exertion of Parliamentary authority. 
This offer his Majefty declined, with that patrio- 
ffm which has uniformly marked his own mea- 
fares, during his reign. Anxious for the happinefs 
of att his. fubjects, he chofe to be the Monarch 
of ONE great and free nation, rather than the 
Sovereign of a. number of petty States, weakened 
by their own difunion. Had his Majefty been 
aétuated by thofe motives of ambition, which are 
not uncommon among Princes, he would have 
eagerly clofed with the offers of the Americans. 
Inftead of making himfelf dependent, for. the 
maintenance of his dignity, upon the grants or 
one Afiembly, he might have extricated himfelf 
from even the fear of pecuniary difficulties, by 
a proger management of many A ffemblies. The 
Reprefentatives of one Province might be grati- 
‘fied into the views of the Crown, from the 


revenue of another ; Britith Members might re- 
ceive the wages of corruption in America ; and 
American 


~ 4 


ee 


ia 8 Sn Waa aE Arata ee) SPN A ae 


AL 89 3] 
*merican Reprefentatives be fent for the price 
of their votes to this Kingdom. 


But fucceeding events have demonftrated, that 


the Americans were not fincere, in any one of 


their declarations, in favour of an amicable accom- 
modation. ‘The Propofitions voted on the 20th 
of February, came up to their own former de- 


mands; yet they evaded them, by treating them 


as infidious. The truth is, they knew their own 


demerits towards this Country, and they could 


not believe, that propofals fo highly favourable 
could have been, on her part, fincere. One good, 
however, has refulted from the Propofitions. The 


Colonies, by rejecting them, have left no doubt _ 


remaining concerning their real intentions. They 
confine no longer their claims to the exclu- 


five privilege of taxing themfelves. They aim, 


evidently, at a total independence in all matters 
whatfoéver; and more particularly with regard to 
the Aét of Navigation. They have long made fe- 
cret but moft dangerous encroachments on this 
PALLADIUM Of our Commerce. They now pub- 
lickly avow their refolution to pay no regard to 
any Parliamentary reftritions, whether ancient or 


recent, on THEIR Commerce, They now openly 


trade all over Europe; and the obtaining the pri- 
vilege, which they have, at length, ufurped, has 
been 


Ue Oy Ss 

been the primary. caufe of their refiftance to 
Parliament. The manufacturers and merchants of 
this Country have been long no ftrangers to this 
American policy; yet the Congrefs have the 
effrontery to expect, that the mercantile intereft 
of Great Britain will efpoufe their caufe. 


The American Congrefs having ina loofe, cur- 
fory, and fuperficial manner advanced fome 
pretended arguments to juftify their rebellion, de- 
{cend to the mifreprefentation of facts, with the. 
fame defign. They affirm, “ That General Gage, 
“who had occupied Bofton as a garrifon, fent — 
“* out a large detachment of his army, on the 1gth 
“of April, who made an unprovoked affault on 
“the inhabitants. of the Province of Bofton, : 
“at Lexington.” On this allegation of the 
Congrefs it may be remarked, That the rebel- 
lious conduct of the Town of Bofton, where all 
the authority of legal government had been long 
extinguifhed by the tyranny of a rabble inftigated 
by faétious leaders, had rendered a force neceffary 
in that place, to reftore order and tranquillity, 
to protect the innocent, and to reftrain the ex. 
cefles of the turbulent and guilty: That the 
military preparations made in all parts of the 
Province, and efpecially at the Town of Concord, 
with the avowed intention of oppofing all legal 


authority, 


aa 
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authority, induced and even forced General Gage 


(though fatally too late) to fend out a detachment 
of the troops under his command, ‘to prevent hofti- 
lities, by feizing the means of carrying them on: 
That fome of the Inhabitants of the Province, in 
“© warlike array,” {tood in the way of this detach- 
ment, with arms in their hands ; and, That when 
ordered to remove in a peaceable manner, they 
made ihe an ‘unprovoked affault” on his Majefty’s 


troops, by firing FIRST upon them, and Killing 
fome, and _ wounding many. 


- The ‘audacity of the ’ Congrefs, in afferting 


FALSEHOODS, demands a brief detail of the TRUTH. 
General Gage, having been informed that arms, 


ammunition, cannon, and other implements | of 


war, had been collected in the town of Concord, 
ordered’ a detachment of the Army to march 
with all poffible fecrecy to that place. — He gave 
orders to the detachment, to abferve the moft 
ftriet difcipline, and to refent no infults offered 
them by the country people, except agtual 
hoftilities. The General’s orders were, in truth, 


_ too implicitly obferved. There was not one toapED 


MUSQUET in the whole detachment, except thofe 
in the hands of FirTy Marines, who formed the 
van, when they were rrrep upon, by the country 


people, at Lexington. The affidavits of the 


: rebels, 
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sebels,on this fubject, are impofitions and perjuries.. 
There is not a man, whether officer or foldier, 
sn the whole detachment, confifting of 800 
men, but is ready, in the moft folemn manner, 
to atteft the truth of this fact. | 


It were to be withed, for the honour of the in- 
furgents, that their BARBAROUS CRUELTY to the 
wounded foldiers, were more problematical than 
their firing rrrst on the King’s troops. The fol- 
diers who fell by the firft fire of the rebels, were 
found fcalped, when the detachment returned 
from Concord to Lexington Bridge. Two foldiers 
who lay wounded on the field, and had been 
fcalped by the favage Provincials, were ftill breath- 
ing. They appeared, by the traces of blood, 
to have rolled in the agonies of this horrid fpecies . 
of death, feveral yards from the place. where 
they had been fcalped. Near thefe unfortunate 
men, another dreadful object prefented itfelf. 
A foldier who had been lightly wounded, appeared 
with his eyes torn out of their fockets, by the 
‘barbarous mode of coocine, a word and prac- 
tice peculiar to the Americans. Humanity for- 
bids us to dwell longer on this fcene of horror. The 
rebels, to break the force of accufation, began to 
recriminate. They laid feveral inftances of wanton 


cruelty to. the charge of the troops; yet nothing is 
"better 


wo 
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better afcertainéd, than that not one of the ol. 


diers: ever quitted the road; either upon their 


march or return 1 from Concord, 


The Congrefs ftiematize the expedition to ea 


ington and Concord, with the epithets of “ 


a ne 


“ unprovoked and wanton affault.” Was ie 
colleting warlike implements at Concord, raifing 
men throughout the Province, difciplining troops 
in every ‘diftriét, forming magazines, purchafing 
ammunition, and preparing arms, no proveca-_ 
tion? Were not the whole Country affembled be- 


fore they knéw of this expedition ? Pp And was not 


their being fo completely provided with the means 
of repelling holtilities, a fufficient proof, that they 
had previoully refolved to commence them? 
C ‘ould TEN THOUSAND mien, the number that 
attacked (though at a PRUDENT diftance) the 
troops on their retreat, have been collected by 
accident, or called together by a fudden alarm ? 


Are not the Congrefs conicious to themfelves, 


and was net General Gage fufficiently apprized, 


~ that the people of Maffachufet’s-Bay had deter- 


mined to begin hoftilities, had the expedition to 
Concord never happened? The truth is, the 
march of the troops had only haftened the execu- 
tion ‘of the plan of rebellion fettled before in the 
fecret Councils of the Provincial Congrefs. 
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The affertions of the Congrefs concerning tranf- 


actions within the town of Bofton, are as utterly de- 
void of truth as their account of what happened in 
the country. The hoftile intentions of thofe witH- 
iN, were as apparent as the rebellion of their 
brethren wirHout was certain. The great law 
of felf-defence muft therefore have juftified Ge- 
neral Gage for having deprived the former of 
arms, which they almoft avowedly intended to 
raife againft all legal authority. After the flcir- 
mifh at Lexington and Concord, all fupplies from 
the country were cut off from the town of Bofton. 
Many of the inhabitants defired to remove, with 
their effects. Their requeft was granted ; but it 
was at the fame time demanded, that they fhould 
deliver up their arms. This was, at firft, ap- 


proved by all; but great clamours foon after 


followed. Such of the inhabitants as were well af- 
fected, or pretended to be well affected to Govern-. 
ment, alledged, that none-but the ill inclined 
fhewed any defire of removing; and that when 
they fhould become fafe with their effects, the town 
would be fet on fire. A great demur having alfo 
arifen about the meaning of the word ‘EFFECTS, 
whether MERCHANDISE was included; and the 
General being likewife fenfible, that the permitting 
articles of that kind to be carried to the rebels, 
might ftrengthen them in their refiftance; he re. 


tained 
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tained the goods. But they are ftill fafely kept 


for the owners, fhould they either continue faith- 
ful, or {eize his Majefty’s sick and return to 
their 8 


The next paragraph of the Declaration, as it is. 
not fupported by truth, is addreffed to the pat 
fions. The Congrefs complain, with‘an attempt 
at the pathos, ‘* of the feparation of wives 
‘from their hufbands, children from their pa- 
“rents, and the aged and fick from their rela- 
“° tions and friends.” But is it not notorious to. 
the whole world, that this separation, which 
the Congrefs affect to lament, was the necef- 
fary confequence of the rebellion of their country- 


‘men? Did they not furround the town of Bof- 


ton, with an armed force, with the avowed inten-, 
tion of deftroying his Majefty’s forces, Generals, 
and Governor? And were the gates to be left open 
<¢ to let ruin enter,” as one of their own writers 
exprefles himfelf? ? Have the people of Bofton 
fuffered more hardfhips than the inhabitants of 
befieged towns ufually fuffer ? Have they not 
even fuffered fewer reftraints than men in their 
fituation had reafon to expect ? Was not Dr. War- 
yen, the Chairman of the Provincial Congrefs, 
‘a notorious abettor of the infurreétion, a nominal 
General in a rebel army, permitted to come 
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into Boften, under pretence: of .viliting: a fick 
friend, on the day preceding the action on. Bun- 
ker’ s- hill, where he was killed:in arims againit his 
King and Country? Is this a mark of thofe cruel 
reitraints, thofe melancholy feparations, of which 
the Congrefs complain? But ruzir bufinefs is 
to engage the paffions, wl! 1ére they can make no 
impreffion with their arguments. 


In the next paragraph of their Declaration, the 
Congrefs, with their ufu al want of impartiality 
and fairnefs, affert that *‘* the GENERAL, emulat- 
. ing his minifterial matters, by 4 Proclamation, 
i bearing date the rath of June laft, after vent- 
“ing the groftett falfhoods and calumnies againtt 
the good people of THESE CoLoniEs, proceeds 
“to declare THEM ALL, either by name or defcrip- 
“tion, to be rebels and traitors ; to fuperfede the 

ufe of the Common Law, th inftead thereof 
“to publifh and order the ufe of the ie Martial.” 
Men who accufe others of falfhood and of ca- 
lumny, fhould carefully abftain from mifreprefen- 
tation and flander themfelves, The Proclamation 
was not iffued by General Gage, as Military Com- 
mander in Chief in America, but officially as Civil 
Governor of Maffachufett’s- ‘Bay; and as fuch he 
was authorized to iffue it, oh the Charter and Laws 


‘ of the Province, » 


| "Tee 
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The Proclamation of the r2th of June 2 
on the face of it to relate to the affairs and inhabi- 
tants of Mafiachufett’s-Bay onty. To keep up 
the fpirit of delufion which has ruined America, 
the Congrefs reprefent the Proclamation as declar. 
ing the inhabitants of axt the Colonies, re. 
bels and traitors, and as extending the Law Martial 
to every Province. But did he declare even the 
inhabitants of Maffachutett’s-Bay rebels, till they 
had attacked his Majefty’s troops, feized his forts 
and garrifons, befieged his army in-the capital of 
the Province, and not only interrupted the com. - 
mon courfe of juftice, but even totally annihilated 
all legal authority? It is with peculiar effrontery, 
that the Congrefs number the fufpenfion of the 


common courfe of juftice among their grievan- 


ges, after all law and order had been trodden 
under foot by their own countrymen, 


. re Pee eine degree of arrogant folly the 


-Congrefs complain, that “ their countrymen were 


* killed on Bunker’s-hill, that Charles-town was 


** burnt to the ground, that their fhips and veffels 


§* have been feized, that their fupplies of provi- 
** fions have been intercepted, that General Carle- 


“ton is inftigating the Canadians and Indians 


“ againft them, and that domeftic enemies are 


eI 


** encouraged to attack them,” All thefe things 


may 
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may certainly have happened; but have they not 
happened in confequence of their own rebellion 
Have ibey a right 'to attack others, and have 
others no right to defend themielves ° Do the 
inhabitants of Maffachufett’s-Bay think, that as 
they have broken through all the ties that bind 
the fubject to the Sovereign, the law of nature 
and of nations ought alfo to be fufpended to 
gratify their ambition, to flatter their folly, to fa- 
your their extravagant {chemes of independence ? 
‘Vo the above imaginary catalogue of American 
grievances, may be oppofed the juft complaints 
of Great-Britain. Have not the rebels carried 


cheir hoftilities to every corner againft the Parent- 


State, that firft gave them exiftence, and reared 
them to profperity? Have they not attacked 
her troops at Lexington and at Concord, fired 
upon Bofton, burnt the Light-houie, taken Ti+ 


conderago and Crown Point, and even penetrated 


snto Canada? And have they not ufed every arti- 
fice to inftigate the Savages to make war on their 
Sovereign and Mother-Country > Almoft all thefe 
injuries preceded the jut exertions of this King- 
dom to punifh their rebellion. 


The conclufion of the Declaration, though la- 
boured, contains nothing but empty declamation, 
and therefore merits little notice. The fame dif- 


regard 
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repard to truth, or, rather, the fame attention to 
mifreprefentation, which diftinguifhes the reft of 
that ftrange compofition, is carried down to the 
end. They alledge, “ that they are reduced -to 
“ the alternative of chufing an unconpiTIonaL 


“¢ fubmiffion to tyranny, or refiftanceby force.” The 


Congrefs furely forget, or it fuits THEIR purpofe 
to pafs over in filence, the favourable (perhaps too 
favourable) conditions offered to them, by the Re- 
folution of the Commons, in the month of -Fe- 
bruary laft.. The terms couched in that Refolu- 
tion were fo obvioufly advantageous to America, 


that the Oppofition in Parliament declared them. 


INSIDIOUS ; OF, in other words, “* too good to 
“be fincere.? Anami icable fettlement had ceafed 
to have been. an object with the Demagogues 
ABROAD; and it would have ruined the fchemes of 


ne Fa@tion at nome. The FORMER cerived their 


influence, confequence, and power, from anarchy 


and confufion. Tuey could exift only in a 
{ftorm; the reftoration of peace and tranquility 
mult have reduced THEM to their original infignifi- 
cance; and as for the LATTER, rendered defperate 
by difappointed ambition, they would not hefitate 
to ruin their Country, to procure the fall of their 


rivals. 


¥ 


Such 
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Such being the ftate of opinions among the 
leaders of Fa¢tion on both fides of the Atlantic, 
“ refiftance by force became naturally the choice 
“ of the Congrefs.” To deceive an unhappy peo- 
ple, over whofe minds they had eftablifhed a tem- 
porary dominion, they boaft of “ their perfect 
“union, and their great INTERNAL refources ‘ 
“ and that foreign affiftance is attainable.” As 
to the firft, we have no great reafon to give it 
implicit faith, The Demon of Difcord had ap- 
peared in fome of the Provinces before he was con- 
jured up by the Congrefs throughout the Continent. 
Governor Tryon had been obliged to raife 1200 men 
toquell aninfurreCtionin North-Carolina; Virginia 
and Pennfylvania were upon the point of quarrel- 
ling about their boundaries. At this very mo- 
ment the Congrefs, who boaft of American 
unafiimity, are forced to interpofe their authority, 
to prevent a rupture between Connecticut and 
Pennfylvania on the fame fubject. 7 


The fhew of unanimity which now fublifts in 
America, appears from undoubted information te 
be the refult of fear, more than any love for the 
defperate caufe of the rebels. Force, fraud, and 
violence over the minds, perfons and properties of 


His Majefty’s fubjects; have been found neceflary : 


far carrying on every meafure of the Congrefs. 


Men 


ve 
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Men of property are; from intereft, enemies to 
confufion; and the intelligent, forefeeing the in- 
evitable iffue of hoftilities againft the invincible 
power of a mighty Empire, are averfe to a 
conteft, that, on the fide of the Americans, mutt 
terminaté in ruin. But soru are terrified into 
filence by the tyranny of a mifled rabble; or 
their STILL voice is drowned in the clamours of 
Faion and tumult of Party. 


The inTerNat resources of the Americans 
are as problematical, as their unanimity in rebel- 
lion. Confift thefe mighty refources in a wretch- 
ed Paper-currency*, eftablifhed on no oftenfible 

M fund. 


_ ™.Thefe Paper-Resources have been very liberally 
exerted by the Colonifts, in the courfe of the year 1775. 
By thé moft authentic accounts the Congrefs and the Provin- 
cial Conventions have raifed the fums annexed to each, refpec- 


tively, in the following ftate, by iffuing Paper-bills, to fuppore ' 


their rebellion againit the legal authority of Great-Britain. 


Currency. Sterling. 
The Continental Congre(s iffued in ed by aurtcae 
3,000,000 Paper-dollars, at 4s. 6d. each . 
They have fince iffued 4,000,000 or 900,000 
PASeorcta ‘t)* 3, a we ke - 10,000 
South Carolina, £. 1,000,000 ot 150,000 
~ North Carolina + - 50,000 or 30,000 
Virginia - - + - 350,000 or 280,000 
; Maryland Rae eA he 100,000 | or 60,000 
Page hats, 4, ut” 65.00 
Rhode-[land + -= ~« 100,000 or 75,000 


£. 2,249,000 
1 have 


” 


i, 


a 
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fund of credit; and voted by an illegal Affembly, 
whofe authority is feeble, on account of its novel- 
ty, and tranfitory, as it arifes from temporary pre- 
judices ? Should force, or even folly, ftamp a do- 
meftic value on the pajfte-board dollars of the 
Congrefs, what foreign nation will receive them for 
its manufactures and commodities ? Are the Ame- 
ricans themfelves capable of furnifhing all the 
ereat implements neceflary for the profecution of 
war? Can they fupply their armies with tents, 
with powder, with cannon, or with mufquets ? 
Is any one of thefe articles manufactured in a 
fufficient quantity in America? And how can they 
be procured in Europe, with the wretched cur- 


rency of the General Congrefs? 


The Colonifts, had not reafon been warped by 
prejudice in every part of their conduct, might have 
forefeen, that their commencing a war deprived 
them inftantly of the refources for carrying it on. 
Their whole Coaft is lined, it is to be hoped, at 
this very moment, with our fhips of war, to put 
a total ftop to their Commerce. They have, there- 


Lhave not been able to obtain any authentic intelligence 
concerning the fums raifed in the other Colonies. T may ven- 
ture, however, to affirm, that the rebellious Provinces have 
raifed, in the courfe of this year, a fum equal to the amount 


of their whole taxes (Provincial as well as Parliamentary) in 


TEN YEARS. 
fore, 
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fore, loft at one ftroke their whole trade in Corn 
and Rice with Spain, Portugal, and the Medi- 
terranean; which, at a moderate computation, 
brought annually One Million Five Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds to North America. They have 
loft the fupplying our own Welt-India Iflands, as 
well as thofe of other nations, with provifions ; 
a branch of Commerce eftimated little fhort of 
a Million annually. They have loft their Fifhery, 
an article too great for computation; and they 


have loft the exportation to Great-Britain of com-. 


modities which would nt have anfwered in any 


other market, had the fea remained open to 
their Navigation, 


But if the Americans have little reafon to depend 
ON DOMESTIC RESOURCES, they have {till lefs to 
hope from Foreign arp. Will France, in the 
prefent ftate of her finances, involve herfelf in a 
ruinous and expenfive war, to gratify the re- 
venge of a Fa¢tion in this Country, or to favour 
the ambition of Demagogues beyond the Atlantic ? 
Will Spain give her affiftance to raife an mDE- 
PENDENT Empire in America? Will fhe encou- 
rage her own American fubjects to rife againft her 
authority, by abetting the rebellion of the Ameri- 
can fubjeéts of Great-Britain? Can either Branch 


of the Houfe of Bourbon be fo blind to its own 
| | | M 2- intereft, 
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intereft, as to wifh to fee a Sovereign State erected 
| fo near its fettlements, which, from their proxi- 
mity, their produce, and their wealth, muft, in 
fuch a cafe, become objects of invafion, _depreda- 
tion, and conquett ? What has either F rance or 
Spain to fear from THIS KIncpoM, whofe intereft 
confifts folely in preferving what fhe has already 
acquired ? But have not Boru every thing to fear, 
fhould a new Sovereignty ftart up in America, in, 
which a want of refources would, in fome degree, 
jultify the providing itfelf at the expence of | 


» 


wealthy neighbours : 


Having endeavoured toterrify' Great-Britain with 
their DOMESTIC refources and FOREIGN aids; the 
Congrefs thinking, perhaps, they had gone too 
far, conclude with affurances, that % they have 
« not YET determined to diffolve their unionwith 
“ the Mother-Country.” But that UNION, it ap- 1 
pears from the fequel, mutt not be conftrued i into 
SUBORDINATION, On the part of the Americans. 

The general fupremacy of the Legiflature, which 

by pervading the whole Britifh Empire renders 

it onz State, muft not, it feems, crofs the At- 
lantic, but in fuch proportions as may fuit the in- 
clinations of the Congrefs. He THEY have taken 

6 up arms,” as they openly avow, ‘* againit that a 
He Supremacy 5 and “ ruey will not lay them 
ee « down 


bees: 
** down till hoftilities fhall ceafe on the part of 
$° Great-Britain.” This is the Ultimatum offered 
by the Congrefs: Withdraw your armies, recal 


\ 


your fleets, and you may have peace from the 
Americans ; for, as “ they ficht not for conquett,” 
they do not yer mean to transfer hottilities into 
the heart of thefe kingdoms! 


| The haughty monarch who dreamt of univerfal 
monarchy in the laft century, could fearcely have 
exprefled himfelf in more infolent terms to the 


| petty J Princes furrounding his dominions, than the 


Conerefs have done to the powerful Empire to 
which they owe the allegiance of fubje&ts. Some 
allowance ought to be made for THEIR ignorance, 
and a great deal for the petulance of men new 
to confequence and authority; but, even in that 
cafe, the infolence of the Declaration is calculated 
to raife indignation, as well as contempt. The 
Congrefs, however, are only the echoes of a def- 
perate Faction in this Kingdom, who have uni- 
formly, in their public exhibitions, degraded the 
ftrength, power, and authority of Great-Britain, 


| to exalt America on the ruins. With an effron- 


tery without example in any other age or nation, 


nese men affume the name of Patriots, yet 


lay the honour, dignity, and reputation of their 


Country under the feet of her rebellious fubjects. 
With 
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With a peculiar refinement on Parricide, they 
bind the hands of the Moruer, while they plant a 
dagger in thofe of the Daucurer, to ftab her to 
the heart; and, to finifh the horrid picture, they 
{mile at the mifchief they have done, and look 


round to the fpectators for applaufe. 


It appears, upon the whole, that the Declara- 
tion, which ought to contain all the argument 
in favour of the Americans, contains, in fact, 
nothing that does not militate againft their caufe. 
The right of taxing all the fubjects of the Em- 
pire, for the general fupport of the State, is a 
part of that Supremacy which the firft principles 
of the Conttitution have veited in the Britith Le- 


giflature. This Supremacy has been exerted by | 


Parliament, and admitted by the Americans, ever 
fince their anceftors migrated from thefe kingdoms. 


If they now deny it, by that very act they ceafe to 


be fubjects, and become rebels. But granting, for 
the fake of argument, that Taxation is no part of 
the fupremacy of Parliament, the very conduct of 
the Americans not only juftifies, but even renders 
it abfolutely neceffary, that a precedent fhould be 
made. They own, “ that their internal refour- 
““ces are great.” The inability of contributing to 
the neceffities of a State, from whom they have 
derived their origin, their fupport, their protec- 

tion, 


hes, __ ther-Country; yet they juftify that rebellion by 


ae | Carried over, £. 15,306,942 6 11 
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tion, and their profperity, is no longer a pretence ; 
and if they will give no Revenue as fubjects, 
they owe a debt as allies. ‘They affect to main- 
tain armies by land; they threaten to fend fleets 
to fea; they alledge, that their refources are ca- 
pable of fupporting a rebellion againft the Mo- 


the demand made by the Mother-Country, ‘for 
their bearing a part of their own FuTURE Ex- 
PENCES. 


That the rormER expences of America have 
drawn from Great-Britain an incredible treafure, 
may be feen from the following authentic eftimate. 
We fhall begin this eftimate with the acceffion of 
‘ the Houfe of Hanover to the Throne of thee 
Kingdoms. 


From the year 1714 to the year 177¢, Sb Sas 
the money voted by Parliament, for the 
forces employed in defence of the 
Colonies, amountsto. - - - 8,779,925 3 Ilz 
Grants in Parliament, for rewards, encou- 
ragement, and indemnification to the 


Americans, during the laftwar - - 1,081,771 IL 93 
* Bounties on American commodities to | 
‘theendof1774 - - - - -)- = 1,609,345 3 9¢ 


_ Sums granted to the Colonies, for the 
.  fapport of their Civil Government and 
Provincial Forces - ~- - -  3835,900 7 4m 


ee ere EE 


Extraordinary 
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esis) é a Brought over 155309,942 6 1k 
Extraordinary expences for forts, garri- 
fons, ordnance ftores, tran{ports; car- 
riages, provifions, may be .eftimated apy : 
equal to the expences of the forces - 8,779,925 3 tid 
Expences of fleets and naval ftations ey r 
employed and eftablifhed in America 
for its defence may be eflimated at = 106,000, 00d 0D Gd 
Annual prefents tothe American Indians, . 
for abftaining from hoftilittes againtt 
theColonies,and for theceffion of lands, 610,000 00 00 


To this amazing fum might be added, by 
implication, the other expences of the two laft 
Wars. The rormer of thofe wars was undertaken. 
for the protection of the American Commerce, 
or rather Ametican smuccuine, to the Spanifh 
Colonies. We entered into the Larrer for the 
defence of the Colonifts ; we carried it on for their 
fecurity ; and terminated it for their soue advan- 

_ tage. The two laft Wars have coft this Country, 
at a moderate computation, ONE HUNDRED AND 
rirry MiLLions. To this extraordinary wafte | 
of treafure, what have the Colonies to oppofe 
to balance the account? Is it a languid Com- 
merce, which fcarcely makes its returns once 


| 


~ 


in three years ? 


We have heard much (indeed, a great deal too 


much) of this Commerce from factious men on 
| both 


Ms 
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both fides of the Atlantic. This is the mighty 


engine which they wield over the heads of the ig- 
norant 5 the great bugbear with which they ter- 
rify the timid. To eftimate the value of the Ame- 
rican trade with any degree of precifion, 1s impoffi- 
ble. The accounts kept in the Cuftom-houfe 
are no authorities. When exports pay no duty, 


“a door is opened to falfe entries... The vanity of 


fome Merchants, the intereft of others, too fre- 
quently induce them to maenify, beyond meature, 


the quantity of their export trade. Befides, the 


mercantile abettors of American refiftance thought 
they ferved the Colonies, whilft they gratified 
their .own private views. We may conclude, 
that the Commerce with North America has been 
greatly over- rated, as the TOTAL Loss of it has 


not affected this Kingdom. We ought,. perhaps, 


to afcribe to ITS INSIGNIFICANCE What we are 
taught to attribute to an INCREASE in other chan- 
nels of trade. 


Like all monopolies, the Commerce with 


_North-America, fuch as it has been, was much > 
“more profitable to the Merchant, than advanta- 
“geous to the Manufacturer. One-third of this com- 
“merce with any State in Europe (from which the 
‘returns are annual) would have brought equal 


profit to the manufacturer, and would have en- 
N = Ae 
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abled him to employ an equal number of hands. 
Political impoftors will not fail to advance magni- 
ficent fictions on this head, and the ignorant cannot: 
ceafe to give them credit. On a fubject where 
proofs are fo difficult to be obtained, one may 
hazard a conjecture. The money expended. by 
this Nation upon America, for the PROTECTION | 
of wer inhabitants and the encouracEMent of. 
HER Commerce, would have been more than fuffi- 
cient to purchafe att the manufactures ever ex- 
ported from Great-Britain to the Colonies now 
in rebellion. I mean not to include, in this 
conjectural eftimate, any fums expended by us 
‘in any OTHER part of the world during the two 
daft (truly American): Wars. i 


The Americans, with a degree of ‘folly fearce 


excufeable in the moft confummate ignorance, 
claim a merit with Great-Britain, for the Revenue 
arifing from impofts laid upon fome of their com- 
modities, in THIs Kingdom. The chief of thefe 
are Rice and Tobacco. The Revenue arifing 
from Rice is fo infignificant that it {carce deferves. 
to be mentioned! It never amounted, at the. 
highett computation, to ten thoufand pounds Ta 
“a one year. Tobacco, when re-exported, pays 
no duty; and it is a matter of great doubt, 
awhether the frauds committed in the drawbacks 


oe ae 


may not nearly balance the oftenfible Revenue 


arifing to the State from the home confumption. 


But, granting a great Revenue fhould arife from 
Rice and Tobacco to the State, what favour do 
we owe to our Colonies on that head ? That Re- 
venue is paid by oursetves. The Tax is on the 
Confumer, and not upon the Planter. Should 
Siberia fupply us with Rice and Tobacco, the 
price would not probably be greater to the Con- 
fumer, nor the Revenue lefs to the State. If the 
Americans claim any merit from thofe Taxes, 
what do we not owe to the Emperor of China? 
The Revenue from Tea is much more confiderable 
than that from Rice and Tobacco. A Congrefs 
at Pekin might accufe us of. ingratitude on this 
fubje@t, with as much juftice as the Affembly 
lately fitting at Philadelphia. 


It is evident, from the above ftate of facts, that 
the Colonies have no claim to an.€xemption 
from Taxation, on account of any advantage that 
has accrued to this country from their commerce. 
But Taxation has now ceafed to be any part of the 
difpute. It goes to the whole authority of the 
Mother-Country. The Americans offer no longe, 
the very name of Obedience. But why fhould I 


{peak of Obedience ? This vERY CONGRESS, 
: N 2 ; whofe 


% 
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whofe Declaration is the fubjeé of this difquifition, 
have pafied a Vorz or InpepEenpENce *, They 
have formed. the plan of a Republican Govern- 
ment in their fecret Councils. They have fent 
circular copies of that plan to all the Provinces, for 
the approbation of their Conftituents. They have 

long acted as rebels, they now affe& to contend 
as enemies. ‘Their abettors in this Kingdom are. 


‘is 


no itrangers to their extravagant defiens , yet, 
with pernicious effrontery, they avowedly defert 
the intereft, fupremacy and glory of their erie 

_and dignify the fouleft rebellion with the title of 
“A GLORIOUS STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM,” © 


The Independence which they now openly allele | 
has been all along the object of the leaders of the -’ 
infatuated Colonifts. Ambitious Demagogues 


have led forward an ignorant Populace, ttSP by 


* When this Vote was carried, the PW TA kes cua as follows : 


For Independence. Againgt it. 
Maffachafet’s Bay New York Cree 
Conneticut | New Jerleyr. «°° eee 
New-Hamphthire Lower Counties ‘ 

Me Beha Hlnis ~ North Carolina 
Virginia Maryland. 


‘South-Carolina 
Rhode-iland, a 
This was the State of the Vote, on the firft day, bs 
on the fecond day, Mr. Dickenfon, AFTER REFLECTION ON 
HIS PILLow, retracted, and carsied of the Penniylvania. Dele- 
gates. ‘There being’ then an aban ‘of it et the queftion ; 
wei ff for the time, 
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fiep, till their retreat from ruin is difficult, if not 
impofiible. To cover their own defigns, the 
Congrefs affected, even fo late as the month of 
July laft, to offer conditions (too humiliating in- 
deed to be accepted), as grounds for a reconcilia- 
tion with the Mother-Country. They voted 
a Petition to the King, which was prefented to 
His Majefty. on the firft of September. But inad- 
miffible as the terms of the Petition were, the 
Congrefs- were unwilling to truft the fate of their 
favourite Independence to the infolence of their 
own demands. - When they pretended to {folicit 
the Throne for Peace, they endeavoured to make 
the breach between the Mother-Country and 
America irreparable, by pufhing with vigour their 


rebellious war. 


The Petition was the laf A@ of the Conerefs, 
before their adjournment on the fecond of Au- 
uft. After this adjournment, and perore they 
could poflibly hear of the reception of their Pe- 
tition, St. John’s was bef eged ; an attempt was 
made on Montreal , a party under Arnold invaded 


Canada, by the way of Kennebec; and the fort of 


Bermuda was robbed of its sun-powder, on the 
14th of Auguft.. On the 13th of the fame month 
the. boat of the Afia Man of War was burnt at 

 New- 
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New-York; a veffel bringing provifions to that 
fhip fhared the fame fate on the 5th of Septem- 
ber. Two fhips were {eized to the fouthward, in 
the month of Auguit, by veffels fitted out in 
South-Carolina. In the firt week of O&ober 
Mr. Wafthineton iffued commiffions to matters of | 
armed veffels to cruize on the fhips of Great- | 
Britain, as againft a foreign enemy. In the month 
of November, before any Bill of the fame kind 
was brought into the Britith Parliament, the Pro- 
vincial Conventionsof the Northern Colonies paffed 
pretended Acts, forbidding, under pain of death, 


€very correfpondence with the People of Great- 


Britain; and appointing Judges in the various ~ 


orts. for the condemnation of Britith ca tures, 
ports, Pp 


_Such is the condué& of the Americans, to which. 
that of Great-Britain has all along formed a ftrik-_ 
ing contraft. With the indulgence and patience 
of a Parent, the foothed, flattered, and even | 
courted them to a reconciliation. In pity to the 
wealknefs, in condefcenfion to the folly, in confi- 
deration to the prejudices of a froward child, fhe 
held out the olive-branch, when fhe ought, per- 
haps, to have ftretched forth the rod of correc- 
tion. Her pity, her kindnefs; and affection, - 


_ were loft upon the Americans. They advanced 


rapidly from claim to claim, and conftrued her. 


forbearance 
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oe 
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forbearance into timidity. Each A& that was. 


an objeét for geatitude. Each conceffion became 


purfue one of two lines of conduct, with regard to 


‘with the lofs of aru her expence, and emancipate 


of neceffity be purfued, it ought to be purfued 


-tarily ‘offered. But fhould terms be offered by 


ciaims of America, To permit the Colenies to 


another. But if the Colonies, as communities, are 


: OM a 
repealed furnifhed a fubject for triumph, and not 


the foundation of fome new demand, till, at length, 
by affuming all to themfelves by rebellion, they 
left the Mother-Country nothing to beitow. 


In this fituation of affairs, Great-Britain muft 
her refractory Colonies. She muft either put up 


them for ever, or reduce them to that ftate of de- 
pendence which fubjects owe to the fupreme au- 
thority in every Empire. As the latter line mult 


with a mixture of {pirit and prudence. To be in 
every refpect in a condition to force equitable 
terms, is the, beft fecurity for their being volun- 


the rebels, the Ricuts of THis CounTRY muft be 
more regarded in the accommodation, than the 


cain by one rebellion, is to fow. the feeds of 


not permitted to gain by their refractory con- 
duét; | am far from wifhing that individuals fhould 
lofe acy part of their rights as Britith fubjects. - 
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To propole a plan to the Americans, in their 
prefent political frenzy, would be to fpeak to the 
winds. To make them Je/s: free than the other 

fubjects of the State, can never be the defen of 

this Country. To obtain greater privileges, can 
{carcely be their own de/ign. If they are not 
madly bent on independence, let them propofe 
the conditions on which they with to continue 
fubjeéts. But. if they are to continue fubjects, 
they mutt perform their duty as fuch, and con- 
tribute toward the expence of the State, for 
the general protection. The Legiflature of this 
Kingdom cannot poffibly relinquith any partiof its 
fupremacy over the Colonies; but it is in the 
power of the Colonies. to. fhare in that fupremacy. 
If they complain of being taxed without having 


the privilege of fending Members to Parliament, 
jet them’ be reprefented. Nay, more: Let their 
| Reprefentation increafe in proportion to the Re- 


- 


venue they fhall farnihh. If they with rather to 
wote their quora towards the general fupply, 
through their own General Courts and Affemblies, 
the refolution of Parliament on that fubject is ftill 

open to their choice. | 
But as long as they affume the language of a 
Sovereign State, this Kingdom can enter into np 
negociation, can mect no compromife, Nations, 
e | as 


~ 
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as well as individuals, have a character, a cer- 
tain dignity, which they muft preferve at the 
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rifque of their exiftence. Great-Britain has obey- 
‘ed the di@ates of humanity beyond the limits 
prefcribed by her reputation, To tempt her | 


farther, is full of peril, as her indignation begins 
to rife. She has long had reafon to complain of | | 
| American ingratitude; and the will not bear longer 
with American injuftice. The dangerous refent- 


| ment of a great people is ready to burft forth. 
They already begin to afk, with vehemence, Is 
| this the return we ought to expect from Colo- 
: nies, whom with parental indulgence we have 
ag cherifhed in infancy, protected in youth, and reared 
to manhood? Have we fpent in their caufe fo 
much treafure, and have they the ingratitude to 
refufe to bear a fmall portion of our burdens 
Have we fpilt fo much of the blood of their ene- 
mies, and do they repay us by imbruing their 
hands in our own? The law of God and of Nature 
js on the fide of an indulgent Parent againft an 
-_-wndutifol Child; and fhould neceflary correction 
) render him incapable of future offence, he has 
only his own obftinacy and folly to blame. — 
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An ACCOUNT of MONEY Voted for the 

FORCES employed in the Defence of AMERICA 
i fince the ACCESSION of the FAMILY of 
| HANOVER; diftinguifhing each Year, 


; | £- Ss, a 


ois ears 
| 4 pT OF a i ae 39,478 IL oO “armec F a vac! hes 5 
| fo ere Murer ra4s 1 42 hatte —— 97,038 7 11 
iy E710 =~ 34,837 17 FO} | tir Fak S Sal) one 
F 1717 m= 34:742 14 2 om 973277 2 6 
; E713, f=) 40,283 2 50et re G3 002" Ty a 
| BAG) (375925 as ae OTsOR ty 14 2 
D720. == 1 31,423 Sa oy —' 81,069 14 2 
ae 1720 == 40,395 9 7 —— 73,838 18 7 
: ‘sf 1722 =——— 40,396 9 7 piven? FASE! Wye © cha 
/ 1723 — 40,396 9 7 <r BT ORO Ia =z 
Pio 1724 = 40,502 17 8 — 81,059 14 2 
| 1725 — 40,396 9 7 <=" 142,019 1o Te 
| 1726 —— 40,399° 9° 7 —s 240.854 «ite 3 
it 3 1727, —= 40,396 9 7 | om LL a a 
| , 1728 ——= 40,502 17 8 — 445,913 9 7 
/ ; “1729. — 40,396 9 7 amare, ky y Saank 64 
i 2 1730 —— 40,396 9 7 — — 583,892 18 g- 
| , 1734 — 40,399 9 7 —— 615,845 12 18 
| 1732 — 49,502 17 8 — 310317 0 8 
} ‘ 1733 — 40,390 9 7 — 252,093 15 118 
: 1734 —— 41,041 6 3 — 268,054 19 9f 
1735 — 52754 15 5 —' 262,505 19 ok 
1736 — §2,°95 o 8 — 279,668 1 5st 
1737 m= 525754 19 6 ——- 270,666 2 68 
1738. —— 63,026 g 4 —— 269,615. 30°92 
1739 —- 65,106 19 7 — 259,662 12 78 
1740. —— 73,469 U1 102 "7, 259.999'..3, Hae 
03740 —= 72,723 18 g == . 203,600 | «165 
1742 — 74,627 8 g —— 269,196 17 82 
7 1743, —— 73,827 8 9 — 247,324 5 22 - 
oe 1744 —= 81,595 19 8° om FAT COG 15 2k 
A> if 1,487,349 0 74 724379230 ok 7 


Oz 


1774 


An Account of Bounties on American Commodities. 


Bounty on Indico from 1749 t0 1773 paid by 
: Great Britain - - Fs : 
\ Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid under the A& 


Under the Act of 2d Geo. II. from 1729 to 


ft roo 9 
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The Sums granted for the extraordinary 
Expences of the Army, Forts, Ordnance 
Stores, Tranfports, Carriages, Provi- 

_fions, are fo much difperfed through 
the Accounts of the various Ofhces, 
thatit was found very difficult, if not 
impoflible, to extract the particulars. 
The general Eftimate is - - 

The fame Obfenvation may be made with 
regard tothe Navy. The Expences of 

the Ships employ’d in North-America, 
are fo much blended with the other Ex- 
pences of the Navy, that it is impof- 
fibleto feparate them. 
moderate Computation they may be 
eftimated:at « - pew ecleh = 

Money laid out in Indian Prefents, in hold- 

ing Congreffes, and in purchafing cet- 

fions of Jand, may beeftimated at - 


837795925 3 Ile 


At the* moft 


10,000,000 © @ 


A 


610,000 oO © 


Le ee 


v 


145,022 3) 42 


of 4 Geo. III. ch. 26. from 1766 to 1772 55500 Bre 
Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores ss 

from America, purfuant to the A&t of the ; 

3d of Queen Anne, from 1706 t0 1729 = 430,178 4 6 


1,02 8,584 bie 


wee 


1,609,345 3 oF 


Befides other Bounties granted on 


Raw Sulk 


Pipe Staves 
Hogthead Staves 
Barrel Staves 


Pipe, Hogfhead, or Barrel-Heading. 


‘Total of money laid out by Great-Britain 
on the Revolted Provinces, fince the 
Acceflion of the Houfe of Hanover - 


34,007,142 10 10 
' 7 aOES 


Mss 


EEA TOMY hy TINE ity RY 


| b fof | 
ACTS efablifhing the SUPREMACY of PARLIAMENT 
over AMERICA, | 

1. By 12 Ch. IE. ch. £8, anno 1660. Tobacco not to be 
tranfported from America, except to England, or Plantations 
belonging to his Majeity, under the penalty of forfeiting fhip 
and goods, &c. ; 

z. By 15 Ch. H. No European goods to be imported into 
any of the Plantations, excepton Englifh-built thips, whereof the 
matter and three-fourths of the men are Englifh.---Daty laid on 
fea-coals fent to the Plantations, by the roth fection of faid A&. 

By 22 and 23 Ch. IL, Plantation goods not to be carried 
to Ireland, and penalties inflicted for unloading them, other- 
wife than in England. | 

3. By 2gth Ch. 11. The exportation of Plantation commo- 
dities farther, reftrained. 

4. By 13 and 14Ch. II. fec. 12. Same reftraints extend 
to Molaffes and Rice. 7 

By 7 and 8 Wm, IIT. fec. 16, An A& for preventing Frauds, 
and regulating the Plantation-trade--Setion 15 prohibits any 
body, claiming ‘lands by Charter or Letters-patent on the 
Continent of America, from felling their property to any 
pon otherwife than natural-born fubjects of England, Ire- 

and, Wales, and ‘Town of Berwick upon Tweed, without the 
confent of his Majefty, heirs, and fucceffors. | 

By 7 and 8 Wm. Ill. fec. 6. Officers of Cuftoms to have 
the fame power in America, as in England.---Sec. 9 direés 
that all By-laws and Cuftoms in America contrary to faid Act, 
or any other Ac to be made in England, fhall be void. 

8 Geo. I. ch. 15. fec. 24. Furs required to be brought 
from the Plantations to Great Britain. 

5 G. Il. ch. 7. Lands in the Plantations made liable 
to the payment of Debts. | 

5 G.II. ch. 22, Hats not to be exported from one Plans 
tation to another. 

13 Geo. II. ch. 7. Naturalizing all Foreigners, even Jews, 
who fhall refide feven years in the Colonies. 
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ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS, 
| In Mr. GReEnvILie’s Adminifiration. | 
4 G. III. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations declared void. 


Under the Adminiffration of Lord RocKINGHAM and 
| the Duke of GRAFTON. Lea 
6. Geo. III. c..2. The Declaratory Act of the Supremacy of 
Great-Britain. | | 
G. Ill. ch. 41. Cuftoms and Duties in the Britith 
Colonies put under the management of the Commiifoners 
refiding there. . Under 


= 


Under the Adminifiration of Lord CHATHAM and the 
: Duke of GRAFTON. 


' 9 Geo. IIT. c«. 59. Sufpending all proceedings of the 
Council of New York, till provifion be made for the Britifh 
troops. 

8 Geo. III. ch. 22. A& for more eafy recovery of Penal- 
ties inflicted by the Atts relating to Trade, and the Revenues 
in the Plantations. 


ACTS of PARLIAMENT for impofing Taxes 
on America. 

12 Ch. Il. ch. 4. Tonnage and Poundage extended to all 
his Majefty’s Dominions, without exception. 

25 Ch. II. ch. 7. fec. 2. If Bonds are not given to land 
the goods imported from America, in England, &c. then 
feveral duties to be impofed, collected under the direction of 
the Officers of the Cuitoms in England. 

g Ann. ch. 10.—Poit-Office. 

g Ann. ch. 27. Lays a duty on Prize goods carried 
¢o America. 

3 Geo. II. ch. 28. fec. 25. The Half-Subfidy to be paid 
on Rice from Carolina to Cape Finifterre—8 Geo. II. ch. 19, 
‘The fame extended to Georgia, and continued down by fuble- 
quent Adts. ; 

6 Geo, If. ch. 13. Upon the Importation of Rum, Sugar, 
and Molaffes into America, feveral duties to be pad, 


ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS. 
In Mr. GRENVILLE’s Adminiftration. 
4 Geo. Ill. ch. 15. Certain Rates and Duties on foreign 


goods imported into the Colonies. 
5 Geo. Ill. Poftage of Letters. 


In the Adminifiration of Lord RockincuHam and the 
Duke of GRAFTON. 
6 Geo, HII. ch. 52. Alterations made in the A@ of the 4th 
of Geo. IT. 


In the Adminifiration of Lord CuatHam and the 
| Duke of GRaFToN. 
7 Geo. IIT. ch. 46. Duties laid on the importation of cer- 
tain goods imported into the Colonies. 


. Under Lord Nortn’s Adminifiration. | 
10 Geo. IlI,The above Ad repealed, except as to Tea. 
AD 
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DECLARATION 
: BY THE | 
REP PSN OTA TV Bs 
. et” OF THE 
UNITED COLONIES or NORTH AMERICA, 
| Now MET IN | 
GENERAL CONGRESS ar PHILADELPHIA, 
| REM iN anh ok | 


Tue CAUSES ann NECESSITY of rHeir Taxine up ARMS. 
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it it was poffible for men who exercife their reafon to 
BE. believe, that the Divine Author of our exiftence in- 
tended a part of the human race to hold an abfolute pro- 
perty in, and an unbounded power over others, marked 
out by his infinite goodnefs and wifdom as the objects of 
a legal domination, never rightfully refiftible, however 
fevere and oporeffive; the inhabitants of thefe Colonies 
might at leait require from the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain fome evidence, that this dreadful authority over 
them has been granted to that body. But a reverence 
for our Great Creator, principles of humanity, and the 
digtates of common fenfe, muft convince all thofe who 
reflect upon the fubject, that Government was inftituted 
to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be 
adminiftered for the attainment of thatend. “Lhe Legi- 
ihe - flature 
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flature of Great Britain, however, ftimulated by an in~ 
ordinate paffion fora power not only unjuftifiable, but 
which they know to be peculiarly reprobated by the 
very conftitution of that Kingdom, and defperate of fuc- 
cefs in any mode of conteft, where regard fhould be had 
to truth, law, orright, have at length, deferting thofe, 
attempted to effect their cruel and impolitic purpofe of 
enflaving thefe Colonies by violence, and have thereby 
rendered it neceflary for us to clofe with their laft appeal 
from reafon to arms.—Yet, however blinded that Aflem- 
bly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited do- 
mination, fo to flight juftice and the opinion of man- 
kind, we ‘eftcem ourfelves bound by obligations of 
refpet to the reft of the world, to make known the juftice 
ef our caufe. 


Our forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of Great 
Britain, left their native land, to feek on thefe fhores a 
refidence for civil and religious freedom. At the expence 
of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, with- 
out the leaft charge to the country from which they re- 
moved, by unceating Jabour, and an unconquerable {pi- 
rit, they effected fettlements in the diftant-and inhofpita- 
ble wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or govern- 
ments, vefted with perfect legiflatures, were formed 
under Charters from’ the Crown, and an harmonious 
intercourfe was eftablifhed between the Colonies and 
the Kingdom from which they derived their origin. The 
mutual benefits of this union became ina fhort time fo 
extraordinary, a§ to excite aftonifhment. It 1s univer- 
fally confefled, that the amazing increafe of the wealth, 
ftrength, and navigation of the realm arofe from this 
fource; and the Minifter who fo wifely and fuccefsfully 
direéted the meafures of Great-Britain in the late war, 


‘publickly declared, that thefe Colonies enabled her to 


triumph over her enemies.—Towards the conclufion 
of that war it pleafed our Sovereign to make a change 
in his Councils.—From that fatal moment the affairs 
of the Britith Empire began to fall into confufion, and 
gradually fliding from the fummit of glorious profperity 
to which they had been advanced by the virtues and 
abilities of one man, are at length diftracted by the 
| eR Sail | convulfions 
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convulfions that now fhake it to its deepeft foundation, 
The new Miniftry finding the brave foes of Britain, 
‘though frequently defeated, yet ftill contending, took 
up the unfortunate idea of granting them a hafty peace, 
and of then fubduing her faithful friends, 


‘Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in fucha 
ftate, as to prefent viGories without bloodfhed, and all 
the eafy emoluments of ftatuteable plunder. The un- 
interrupted tenor of their peaceable and refpectful beha- 
viour from the beginning of Colonization, their dutiful, 
zealous, and ufeful fervices during the war, tho’ fo 
recently and amply acknowledged in the moft honour- 
able manner by his Majefty, by the late King, and 
by Parliament, could not fave them from the meditated 
innovations, Parliament was influenced to adopt the 
pernicious project, and affuming a new power over them, 
have, in the courfe of eleven years, given fuch decifive 


fpecimens of the fpirit and confequences attending this. 


power, as to leave no doubt concerning the effects of 


_ acquiefcence under it. They have undertaken to give and 


grant our money without our confent, tho’ we have ever 
exercifed an exclufive right to difpofe of our own pro- 
perty. Statutes have been pafled for extending the jurif- 
diction of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty be- 
yond their antient limits, for depriving us of the ac- 
cuftomed and ineftimable privilege of trial by Jury in 
cafes affecting both life and property ; for fufpending the 
Legiflature of one of the Colonies; for interdicting all 
commeree of another; and for altering fundamentally 
the form of government, eftablifhed by charter, and 
fecured by Aéts of its own Legiflature folemnly con- 
firmed by the Crown; for exempting the ‘* Murderers” 


of Colonifts from legal trial, and, in effect, from punith- 


ment ; for erecting in a neighbouring Province, ac- 
quired by the joint arms of Great Britain and Ameri- 


a, a defpotifm dangerous to our very exiftence; and for 


quartering foldiers upon the Colonifts in time of pro- 
found peace. It has alfo been refolved in Parliament, 
that Colonifts charged with committing certain offences, 
fhall be tranfported to England to be tried, 


P : But 


Decaying A a 


Lo oGn 4 


But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in detail ? 
By one Statute it is declared, that Parliament can ‘+ of 
*¢ right: make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever.’’ 


‘ What is to defend us againft fo enormous, fo unlimited 


a power? Not a fingle man of thofe who aflume it, 
is chofen by us, or is fubje&t to our controul or, influ- 
ence; but, on the contrary, they are all of them exempt 
from the operation of fuch laws; and an American reve- 


nue, if not diverted from the oftenfible purpofes for 


which it is raifed, would aQually lighten their own burs 
dens in proportion as they increafe ours. We faw the 


“mifery to which fuch defpotifm would reduce us. We 


for ten years inceflantly and inefteQually befieged the 
‘Throne as fupplicants; we reafoned, we remonftrated 
with Parliament in the moft mild and decent language. 
But Adminiftration, fenfible that we fhould regard thefe 
oppreflive meafures as freemen ought to do, fent over 


“fleets and armies to enforce them. The indignation of 


‘the Americans was roufed, it is true; but it was the in- 


dignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affectionate people. 


A Congrefs of Delegates from the United Coloniés was 
affembled at Philadelphia, on the sth day of laft Septem- 
ber. We refolved again to offer an humble and dutiful 
Petition to the King, and alfo addrefled our fellow-fub- 
jects of Great-Britain. We have purfued every tempe- 
‘rate, every refpectful meafure ; we have even proceeded 
‘to break off our commercial intercourfe with our fellow- 
fubjects, as the laft peaceable admonition, that our attach- 
ment to no nation upon earth fhould fupplant our at- 
tachment to liberty. ‘This we flattered ourfelves was 
the ultimate ftep of the controverfy ; but the fubfequent 
events have fhewn, how vain is this hope of finding mo- 
deration in our enemies, . 


Several threatening expreffions againft the Colonies 
were inferted in his Majefty’s Speech. Our Petition, 
though we were told it was a decent one, that his 
Majefty had been pleafed to receive it gracioufly, and 
to promife laying it before his Parliament, was huddled 
into both Houfes amongft a bundle of American papers, 
and there neglected. The Lords and Commons in their 
Addrefs, in the month of February, faid, That * a re- 
** bellion at that time actually exifted within ‘the Pro- 
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“* vince of Maffachufet’s Bay ; and. that. thofe con- 
“cerned in it had been countenanced andencouraged 
‘* by unlawful combinations and engagements, entered 
** into by his Majefty’s fubjects in feveral of the other 
** Colonies ; and therefore they befought his Majetty, 
** that he would take the moft effectual meafures to en-| 
** force due obedience to the Jaws and authority of the 
*¢ Supreme Legiflature.”?» Soon after the commercial 
intercourfe of whole Colonies, with foreign countries, 
and with each other, was cut off by an A& of Parlia- 
ment; by another, feveral of them were entirely prohi- 
bited from the fifheries in the feas near their coafts, 
on which they always depended: for their fuftenance ; 
and large reinforcements of. fhips and troops were im- 
mediately fent over to GeneralGage, 


Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, arguments agd elo- 
quence of an illuftrious band of the moft diftinguifhed 
Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftrenuoufly afferted 
the juitice of our caufe, to ftay or even to mitigate the 
heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated and unex- 
ampled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitlefs was 
the interference of the City of London, of Briftol, and 
many other refpectable towns, in our favour. © Parlia- 
ment adopted an infidious* manceuvre, calculated to di- 
vide us, to eftablifh a perpetual auction of taxations, where 
Colony fhould bid againft Colony, all of them uninform- 
ed what ranfom fhould redeem their lives; and thus to 
extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the un- 
known fums that fhould be fufficient to grat) iy, if poffi- 
ble to gratify, Minifterial rapacity, with the miferable 
indulgence left to us of raifing in our own mode the 
prefcribed tribute. What terms more rigid and humili- 
ating could have been dictated by remorfelefs victors to 
conquered enemies ? In our circumftances, to accept 
them would be to deferve them, 


‘ 


Soon after the intelligence of thefe proceedings arrived 
on this’Continent, General Gage,’ who in the courle’ of 
the Jaft year had taken poffeffion of the town of Bofton, 
in the province of Maffachufet’s-Bay, and fil] occupied 
it as a garrifon, on'thé roth day of ‘April fent out from 
that place a large detachment of his a ‘my, who made an 

| 2 unprovoked 
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unprovoked affault on the inhabitants of the faid province, 
at the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of 
a great number of perfons, fome of whom were officers 
and foldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the 
inhabitants, and wounded many others, From thence 
the troops proceeded in warlike array to the town of 
Concord, where they fet upon another party of the inha- 
bitants of the fame Province, killing feveral, and wound- 
ing more, until compelled to retreat by the country 
people fuddenly aflembled to: repel this cruel aggreffion. 
Hoftilities thus commenced by the Britifh troops, have 
been fince profecuted by them without regard to faith 
or reputation, . The inhabitants of Bofton being con- 
fined within thattown by the General their Governor, 
and having in order to procure their difmiffion entered 
into a treaty with him, it was ftipulated that the faid 
inhabitants, having depofited their arms with their own 
Magiftrates, fhould have liberty to depart, -taking with 
them their other effeéts. They accordingly delivered 
up their arms ; but in open violation of honour, in de- 
fiance of the obligation of treaties, which even favage 
nations efteem facred, the Governor ordered the arms 
depofited as aforefaid, that they might be preferved for 
their owners, to be feized by a body of foldiers ; de- 
tained the greateft part of the inhabitants in the town, 
and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to 
leave their moft valuable effects behind. ! 


By this perfidy wives are feparated from their huf- 
bands, children: from -their parents, the aged and fick 
from their relations and friends, who wifh to attend 
and comfort them ; and thofe who have been ufed to live 
in plenty, and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable 


diftrefs. 


Fhe General, further emulating his Minifterial maf- 
ters, by a proclamation, bearing date on the rath day 
of June, after venting the groffeft falfehoods and calum- 
nies againft the good people of thefe Colonies, proceeds 
to ** declare them all, either by: name or defcription, 
<¢ to be rebels and traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of 
<¢ the common law, and inftead thereof to publifh and 


«* order, the ufe and exercife of the law martial.”-—-——His 
| | troops 
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troops have butchered our countrymen; have wantonly 
burnt Charles Town, befides a confiderable number of 
houfes in other places; our fhips and veflels are feized ; 
the neceflary fupplies of provifions are intercepted, and he 
is exerting his utmoft power to fpread deftruction and 
devaftation around him. 


We have received certain intelligence, that General 
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is inftigating the 
people of that Province and the Indians to fall upon us; 
and we have but too much reafon to apprehend, that 
fchemes have been formed to excite domeftic enemies 
apainft us. In brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels, 
and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as the vengeance 
of Adminiftration can inflict them, the complicated cala- 
mities of fre, fword and famine. We are reduced to the 
alternative of chufing an unconditional fubmiffion to the 
tyranny of irritated Minifters, or refiftance by force. 
The latter is our choice. We have counted the coft 


of this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as volun- 


tary flavery. Honour, juftice and humanity, forbid us 
tamely to furrender that freedom which we ‘received 
from our gallant anceftors, and which our innocent 
pofterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot 
endure the infamy and guilt of refigning fucceeding 
generations to that wretchednefs which inevitably awaits 


them, if we bafely entail hereditary bondage upon them. 


Our caufe is juft: our union is perfect: our internal 
refources are great, and if neceflary, foreign affiftance 
is undoubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge, 


_as fignal inftances of Divine favour towards us, that his 


Providence would not permit us to be called into this fe- 
vere controverfy, until we were grown up to our 
prefent ftrength, had been previoufly exercifed in warlike 
operations, and pofleffed of the means of defending our- 


 felves. With hearts fortified with thefe animating reflec- 


tions, we moft folemnly before God and the world de- 


clare, that, exerting the utmoft energy of thofe powers 


which our beneficent Creator hath gracioufly beftowed 
upon us, the arms we have been compelled by our ene- 
mies to aflume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, 

coal with 
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with unabating firmnefs and perfeverance, employ for the 


prefervation of our liberties, being with one mind refolyed 
todie freemen rather than to live flaves, ; 


Left this Declaration fhould difquict the minds of our 
friends and fellow-fubjects in any part of the empire, we 
aflure them, that we mean not to diffolve that union 
which has fo long and fo happily fubfifted between us, 
and which we fincerely with to fee reftored. Neceffity 
has not yet driven us into that defperate meafure, or in- 
duced us to excite any other nation to war againft 
them. We have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns’ 
of feparating from Great Britain, and’ eftablifhing in- 
dependent ftates. We fight not for glory or for con- 
queft, We exhibit to mankind the remarkable fpeétacle 
of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without 
any imputation, or even fufpicion of offence, They 
boaft of their privileges and civilization, and yet proffer 
no milder conditions than fervitude or death. | 


In our own native land, in defence of the freedom 
that is our birthright, and which we ever enjoyed till 
the late violation of it; for the protection of our property, . 
acquired folely by the honeft “induftry of our forefathers _ 
and ourfelves, againft violence aétually offered, we 
have taken up arms. We fhall lay them down when 
hoftilities fhall ceafe on the part of the agereffors, and 
all danger of their being renewed fhall be removed. 
——and not before. 


With an humble confidence in the mercies of the Su- 
preme and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerfe, 
we moft devoutly implore his divine goodnefs to ¢on- 
duét us happily through this great confligt, to difpofe 
our adverfaries to reconciliation’ on reafonable terms, 
and thereby to relieve the Empire from the calamities of 
civil war. . . 


By Order of Coveress, yahoo 
JOHN HANCOCK, Presipens. 
rd Attefted, : Penman 21h) 
~ CHARLES THOMPSON, SEcRETAaRY. 


Philadelphia, JOLY Gs 1775, | 
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_ Since the firft- Publication of the preceding 


Pamphlet, the following Articles came to the 


hands of the Author. If any additional proof 


was neceflary to eftablith the juftnefs of his 
obfervations on the REAL pesicns of the 


Americans, he apprehends it is furnifhed by 


this Paper. The Reader is requefted to com- 
pare the concluding Article, with the late 
fpeeches of a certain “ Iluftrious Band,” in 
both Houfes of Parliament. 
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ARTICLES of ConreperatioN and peepee 


TuaL Union, entered into by the Deecartes 


_ of the feveral Colonies of New Hampsuire, 


Massacuusetts, &c. &c. &c. &c. be. &c. 
Bcc. Sc. 8c. 8c. in General Congrefs met at 


Puitapepuia,, May 10th, 1775. . 


ART LG LE I. 


“SHE name of this Confederacy thall henceforth be, The 
dh United Colonies of North America. 9 S0Y eT peites 


als 


-. The United Colonies hereby feverally enter into a firm 
League of Friendthip with each other, binding on themfelves 
and their pofterity, for their common defence againft their 
enemies, for the fecurity of their liberties and properties, the 
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fafety of their perfons and families, and their mutual and ge- 
-neral welfare. 


Iii. 


That each Colony fhall enjoy and retain as much as it may 
think fit of its own prefent laws, cuftoms, rights, privileges, 
and peculiar jurifdictions, within its own limits ; and may amend 
its own conflitution, as fhall feem bef to its own Affembly or 
Convention. 


IV. 


That for the more convenient management of general interefts, 
Delegates fhall be elected annually in each Colony, to meet in 
General Congrefs, at fuch time and place as fhall beagreed on in 
the next preceding Congrefs. Only where particular circum- 
fances do not make a deviation neceflary, it is underftood. to be 
a rule, That each fucceeding Congrefs is to be held in a diffe- 
rent Colony, till the whole number be aah through, and fo in 
perpetual rotation ; and that accordingly, the next Congrefs af- 
ter the prefent fhall be held at Annapolis, in Maryland. 


Vv. 


That the power and duty of the Congrefs fhall extend to the 
determining on war and peace, the entering into alliances, the 
reconciliation with Great Britain, fettling all difputes between 
Colony and Colony, if any fhould arife, and the planting new 
Colonies where proper. The Congrefs fhall alfo make fuch 
general ordinances as thought to be neceffary for the general wel- 

- fare, which particular affemblies cannot be competent, but 
thofe that may relate to our general commerce or general cur- 
rency, to the eftablifhment of pofts, the regulation of our com- 
mon forces: the Congrefs fhall alfo have the appointment of all 
Officers civil and military, appertaining to the General Confe- 
deracy, fuch as General Treafurer, Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


: VI. 


All charges of wars, and all other general expences to be in- 
curred for the common welfare, fhall be defrayed out of a 
common treafury, which is to be fupplied by each Colony, in 
proportion to its number of male polls between 16 and 60 years 
of age: the taxes for paying that proportion are to be laid and, 
levied by the laws of each Colony. th ii 


VII, Nala "igs 5% 
The number of Delegates to be eleéted, and fent to the 


Congrefs by each Colony, fhall be regulated, from time to 
time, 
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time, by the number of fuch polls returned; fo as that one De- 


legate be allowed for every 5000 polls. And the Delegates are 


to bring with them to every Congrefs, an authenticated return 


of the number of polls in their refpettive Colonies, which is 


to be taken for the purpofes abeve-mentioned. 


Vill. 


At every meeting of the Congrefs, one half of the Members 
returned, exclufive of Proxies, fhall be neceflary to make a 
Quorum ; and each Delegate at the Congres fhall have a vote 
in all cafes; and, if neceffarily abfent, fhall be allowed to ap- 
point any other Delegate from the fame Colony to be his Proxy, 
who may vote for him. 4 


£ 


1X. ) 


‘An Executive Council fhall be appointed by the Congrefs 
out of their own body, confifting of 12 perfons, of whom, in 
the firt appointment, one third, viz. four, fhall be for one 

ear, four for two years, and four for three years ; and as the 
faid terms expire, the vacancies fhall be filled up by appoint- 
ments for three years, whereby one-third of the Members will 
be changed annpally ; and.each perfon who has ferved the fame 
term of three years.as Counfellor, fhall have a refpite of three 

ears, before he ‘can be elected again. ‘This Council, of whom 
two-thirds fhall be a Quorum, in the recefs of the Congrefs, is 
to execute what fhall have been enjoined thereby ; to manage 
the General Continental bufinefs and interefts, to receive ap-- 

lications from foreign countries, to prepare matters for the con- 


fideration of the Congrefs, to fill up pro zempore Continental 


Offices that fall vacant, and to draw on the General Treafurer 
for fuch monies as may be neceflary for general fervices, and 
. appropriated by the Congreifs to fuch fervices. * 


; x. 


No Colony thall engage in an offenfive war with any nation 
of Indians, without the confent of the Congrefs, or great Coun- 
cil above mentioned, who are firit to contider the juftice and 
neceflity of fuch ware ee é 


»° A perpetual alliance offenfive and defenfive is to be entered 


into, as foon as may, with the Six Nations; their limits af- 
certained, and to be fecured to them ; their lands not to be 
encroached on, nor any private or Colony purchafe to be made 
of them hereafter to be held good, ner any contract for lands 
to be’made, but between the great Council of the Indians at 
Ai i be : : | Onmices 
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Onondega and the General Congrefs. The boundaries and 
lands of all the other Indians fhall alfo be afcertained and fe- 
cured to them in the {ame manner; and persons appointed to 
tefide among them in proper Diftriats, who fhall take care to 
prevent injuftice in the trade with them; and be enabled at 
our general expence, by occafional {mall fupplies, to relieve their 
perfonal wants and diftreffes ; and all purchafes from them fhall 


be by the Congrefs, for the general advantage and benefit of | 


the United Colonies. 
Xl. 

As all new inftitutions may have imperfeétions, which 
only time and experience can difcover, it is agreed, that the 
General Congrefs, from time to time, fhall propofe fuch 
amendments of this conititution as may be: found neceflary, 
which being approved by a majority of the Colony Affemblies, 
fhall be equally binding with the reft of the Articles of this Con- 
federation. 

XIll. 

Any and every Colony from Great Britain upon the Conti- 
nent of North America, not at prefent engaged in our Affo- 
ciation, may, upon application and joining the faid Affocia- 
tion, be received into the Confederation, viz Quebec, St. 
John’s; Nova Scotia, Bermudas, and the Eaft and Wett Florida’s, 
and fhall thereupon be entitled to all the advantages of our 
union, mutualaffiftance, and commerce. 


Thefe Articles fhall be propofed to the feveral Provincial 


Conventions or Affemblies, to be by them confidered ; and, if 
approved, they are advifed to empower their Delegates to agree 
and ratify the fame in the enfuing Congrefs ; after which the 
union thereby eftablithed is to continue firm, till the terms of 
reconciliation propofed in the Petition of the laft Congrefs to the 
King are agreed to 5 till the Aéts, fince made, reftraining the 
Ametican commerce and fitheries, are repealed ; till reparation 
is made for the injury done to Bofton by fhutting up its ports 5 
for burning Charlegown, and for the expence of this unjuft 
war; and till all the Britifh troops are withdrawn from Ame- 
rica. On the arrival of thefe events, the Colonies are to return 
to their former connections and friendfhip with Great Britain ; 
but on failure thereof, this Confederation is to be perpetual. 


WHEREAS | 


4 
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Cette. ] 
WHEREAS it hath pleafed God to blefs thefe Countries with 


a moft plentiful harveft, whereby much corn and other pro- 


vifions can be fpared to foreign Nations who may want the 
fame : 


Refolved, That, after the expiration of fix months from the 
- 20th July inftant, being the day appointed by a late AG of Pars 
liament of Great Britain, for teftraining the Trade of the 
Confederate Colonies, all Cuftom Houfes therein (if the faid AG 
be not firft repealed) fhall be thut up, and all the officers of 
the fame difcharged from the execution of their feveral functions : 
and declared to be thenceforth open to the fhips of every State in 
Europe that will admit our commerce, and protect it; who 
may bring in and expofe to fale, free of all duties, their refpective 
produce and manufaétures, and every kind of merchandife, 
excepting Teas, and the merchandife of Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the Britifh Weft India Iflands, ) 


Refolved, That we will, to the utmoft of our power, maintain 
and fupport this freedom of commerce for two years certain after 
its commencement, any reconciliation between us and Great- 
Britain notwithftanding, and as much longer beyond that term 
as the late A&ts of Parliament for reftraining the commerce 
and fifheries, and difallowing the laws and charters of any of 
the Colonies, fhall continue unrepealed, 


~GGRES OT TEe 5 : a 


nn en! 


pore . 


~~ 


WoosPu RT HER 
Pat fe 1 ON 
DOCTOR Piitnds & sbyis 
STATE of the NATIONAL DEBT. 


idbecees conteft between Great-Britain and her 


Colonies has produced, among other evils, a 
deluge of fpeculative publications, calculated to 
bewilder the weak, and to impofe upon the igno- 
rant. Several Writers, either biafied by party or 
{wayed by vanity, have enlifted themfelves under 
the banners of rebellion, and, with a ftrange per- 
verfion of argument, attempt to juftify the con- 
duct of the Colonifts, upon the principles of rea- 


fon and civil liberty. Having formed, in their 


diftempered imaginations, fome wild theories of 


polity, they prefume to judge of the degree of | 


freedom in Government, in proportion to its de- 
parture from their own inadmiffible maxims. 


Of thefe fanciful abettors of American refiftance, 
the lateft and the moft violent is Dr. Price, who 
R has 
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has given to the Public a Pamphlet, which 
ne calls “* Obfervations on the Nature of Civil 
« Liberty, the Principles of Government, and the 
« Juftice and Policy of the American War.” 
Thefe OBSERVATIONS, where they are merely fpe- 
culative, may be fafely trufted to the common 


| fenfe of mankind, without any reply. It is fuffi- 


cient here to remark, that the naTurE of the Doc- 
tor’s civiL liberty is too UNNATURAL tO have ever 
exifted in any crv1L fociety whatfoever ; that his 
PRINCIPLES of Government are too vifionary even 
for theory, and, therefore, utterly incompatible 
with practice ; that, inftead of finding either jul- 
tice or policy in the American war, he invites 
Great-Britain to be aiding and abetting to the 
{cheme of American Independence ; and all this, 
that the Doétor himfelf, and his Party, may 
have aplace to “ FLY To,” when corruption and 


defpotifm fhall overwhelm this devoted King- 


dom. 


To thew that the ruin of the Kingdom and the 
confequent FLicuT of the political ELECT ‘are not 
diftant objeéts, Dr. Price has furnifhed the Pub- 
lic with a deplorable srarE of the NATIONAL 
pest, after having done his utmoft to ™ haften 

«the {trides of approaching Bankruptcy,” by 
em ~ throwing 


throwing difcredit on Paper-currency and the 
Bank of England. The proofs produced by the 
Doétor to eftablifh thefe melancholy facts, are 
equally conclufive with his arguments. There 

exifts no public freedom in this Kingdom, “ be- 

“ caufe the People at large” (females as well as 

ra males) ‘* do not meet in one general Council, and 
_——& determine upon all public meafures.” Paper- 
currency deferves no credit, as it ‘¢ reprefents no- 

“ thing but fpecie:” This Country fhould humble 
herfelf in the duft at the feet of America, and give 

up all her Rights to her Colonies, “ becaufe the 

“ Earl of Shelburne {aid fo in the Houfe of 

“« Lords’;” and Great-Britain mutt immediately 

’ Gk under the intolerable burden of her debts, 
becaufe: Dr. Price finds it convenient, for his 
prefent purpofe, to load her fhoulders with many 


Ey _mitLions more than fhe actually owes. 


= 


be 


As the {tate of the National Debt, which this 
Writer gives in his Pamphlet, may deceive the 
Public, by affuming the appearance of fact, it 
may not be improper to expofe its fallacy. Dr. 
Price, by quoting Helm’s Paper, which 1s calcu- 
~  Jated for the information of the Proprietors of the’ 
Stocks, endeavours to encreafe the authority of his . 


as account. But Helm’s Paper has a contrary effect. 
| R 2 Helm _ 


bio a |} . 

Helm gives not the debt due from the Public to 
the three great Companies, but the capital ftock 
on which they divide. The fums payable on 
their ftock cannot, therefore, be the intereft paid 
to them by Government, but is actually the an- 
nual dividend paid by each Company. For in- 
ftance, Government is indebted to the Faft-India 
Company {£. 4,200,000, for which they receive 
3 per cent. intereft. They pay 6 per cent. on 
their ftock of is 3,200,000, and pay 3 per cent. 
on £. 3,000,000 in annuities created by them- 
felves. This alone makes the TRIFLING differ- 
ence in the Doétor’s account of TWO MILLIONS 
principal, and £.156,000 per annum intereft. It 
would have magnified the Doétor’s account ftill 
more, if he had been pleafed to add the amount 
of the principal and intereft of the Company's 
Bonds. ane 


The Bank alfo receive 3 percent. on the debt 
due to them from Government, and divide 5 + per 
cent. on their capital. The South-Sea Company, 
who receive 3 per cent. on the debt due from 
Government, divide 3 } per cent. on their ftock. 
Thus Dr. Price, by taking Helm’s Paper for his 
guide, either through ignorance or defign, be- 
fides erropeoutfly encreafing the principal, has 

aa made 


£° 


bo, 


fae J 
made the amount of the intereft on thofe articles 
£.412,610 per annum more than the truth. 


Had the Doétor confulted proper authorities, 
(but that was not confiftent with the defiens of 
the Party) he would have found, that the prin- 
cipal of the Debt to thofe Companies, and the 
capital of the Government Annuities payable by 
them, amount together to £. 122,963,254, and 
that the charge to Government for the intereft 
and allowances for management (which laft, it is 
evident, Dr. Price never confidered), amount to 


— £- 35969,204. This fum, notwithftanding the 


charge for management, is lefs, by £. 348,666, 
than the Do¢tor’s charge for intereft ony. 


To purfue Dr. Price through the other parts of 
his incorreét ftate of the Revenue and National 
Debt, where there is a little right and much wrong, 
and to suppose againit his suppositions, would 
be to combat a fhadow. It is, therefore, only ne- 
ceffary ‘to {tigmatize the notorioufly great ezrors 


In his accounts, wherein he affects to be ex- 


ceedingly well informed, and quotes authorities. 
His account of the Sinking Fund is erroneous 
in every article. At the clofe of his Obferva- 
tions on this head, he affirms, that ‘ the Sinking — 

| / | 2 Taine 
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« Fund was taken laft year for £. 2,900,000, in- 
“¢ cluding an extraordinary charge of £. 100,000 
« on the aggregate fund. If there has been a de- 
“© ficiency,” he adds, eit 1s" a debt contracted 
“ Jaft year, which muft be added to other debts 
“¢ arifing from deficiencies in the provifions made 
« for the expences of laft year.” But it appears from 
the accounts laid before Parliament, that, inftead 
of that fund being deficient, it produced a fur- 
plus of £. 17,000. With regard to the prefent 
ftate of the Sinking Fund, it actually produced 
a furplus of {£.106,629, in the year ended the 
sth of January 1776, more than in the year 
ended the sth of January 1775 3 notwithftanding 
£100,000 has been applied out of the public 
revenue, in purfuance of an Aét of the laft Seffion 


of Parliament, for the purchafe of -Somerfet- 
Houfe, for the ule of the Public. 


In his ftateof the profit of the Lotteries, Dr. Price 
is miftaken upwards of £.420,000. The Doétor 
takes the profit of nine years at £.150,000 each 
year. But there were only fix profitable Lot- 
teries, and only three of thofe produced a profit 
of £.150,000 each; all the former Lotteries, ex- 
cept thofe fix, having been attended with An, 
nuities. 
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In a note which Dr. Price has placed at the 


bottom: of page 120 of his Pamphlet, he fays, 


by a reference to an account of unappropriated 


revenues, amounting to £.4,460,759: That 


“ the greateft part of this revenue is borrowed 


‘*. ofthe Bank, and fpent before it comes into 
** the Exchequer. It is, therefore, in reality, 
“ fo much debt conftantly due to the Bank, 
<¢ for which intereft is paid.” The real fact is, that 


the Bank, in 1775, lent only on the credit of the 


land-tax and malt duties, which together a- 
mounted to £.2,250,000. Here the difference 


is no more than £.2,210,759, which in Dr. 


| Price’ s idea may, perhaps, be efteemed an IM- 
| MATERIAL error.— The Doctor having thus been 
detected in fuch glaring errors, with regard to 


matters which he advances as FACTS, we may 


| fafely truft. his SUPPOSITIONS to the judgment of 
the impartial Public. 


-* 


Since the Publication of the s1xTH EDITION, in 


which the REFUTATION made its firft appearance, 


Dr. Price has acknowledged his errors, and. ac- 


commodated his account of the NATIONAL DEBT to 


the corrections ftated above. He, however, com- 


plains 
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plaints of the afperity of a Writer, from whom, 
he owns, he derived information. That Writer 
cannot perfuade himfelf that he advanced any 
thing perfonal againft Dr. Price; though, as a 
friend to Tu1s Country, he could give no quarter 
to the dangerous principles propagated by the 
Doétor, with fuch vehemence and zeal, in favour 


of America. 


As fome amends for the alledged feverity, Dr. 
Price has full liberty to pay his court to “ the 
*¢ oreat Minifter who directs our finances,” at the 
expence of the “ ability,” and even the ‘* can- | 
« dour? of the Author of the Refutation. If the a 
wind begins to change, the Doctor may fteer his : 
courfe into that “ haven of reft,” and avail him-— ! 
felf of the juft reward of panegyric, without ex- 7 
citing envy, or ‘provoking moleftation. In the K 
line of information and emolument, the Writer 
of the Refutation could at no period have ftood 
in his way ; for he affures the Public, that he has 
neither been honoured with communications, nor 

animated .with encouragements from the noble 
Lord, whofe “‘ ability and candour” have made 
_fuch deep impreffions on Dr. Price’s mind. 


But 


Am, 


a nape et ~~ RT Tal 
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But though the Writer of the Refutation pre- 
tends not to derive his authotities from fuch an 
* exalted fource,” hé pfefumes he is much better 
informed than his Opponent, on the reEAt ftate of 
the national incuinbrance. To that ingenuity of 
calculation which pleafes when it déceéives, he 
has never laid any claim. Ona fubjeét of fuch 
importance as the debt of the nation, he has ree 
folved to adhere to Facts; and to leave the pro- 
vince of FicTIon to a Party, who fupport their 
little credit with the nation, with political decep- 
tions and ingenious frauds. The apparent harth-. 
nefs of thefe expreffions is not meant to apply to 
Dr. Price, whofe character as a Man, would induce 
one to believe, that, as a Writer, he himfelf is 


deceived by the fpecious profeffions of Faction. 


To remove, in fome meafure, the deception, 
which, it is to be hoped, was INNOCENTLY put. 
upon the world by the Doctor, was the primary 
object of the firft part of this Refutation ; and, as 


he has availed himfelf of the information, the fol-— 


lowing more particular ftate is recommended ta 
ea for his next Edition : 


126 


l 


J 


Principal. 

‘fhe Ss 
Reduced Annuities, ° « 18,3539773 16 
Confolidated 3 per Cent. Annuities, 38,251,696 § 
ai Per Cent. Annuities, - 4,500,000 O 
4 Per Cent. Annuities, - 18,986,300 0 
3 Per Cent. Annuities, Anno 175T; _ 14939,600 © 
South-Sea Company’s Capital, = 24,065,084 33 
Bank of England with their own Right, 11,686,800 © 
Eaft India Company . §,20°,000 © 

Bee RR CS 


Annuities 1726, on 6 per L.Civil Lift 


Total Debt from the Public at the 
Bank, South-Sea Houfe, and Eaft 
India Houfe, - 

The Eaft India Company’s Stock and 
AnnuitiesexceedGovernment’sDebts 
to them, 


cr ce TS SSE 


124,993,254 15 4% 


The Bank Stock on which they divide, } 
being £. 10,730,000 deduct fo much \ 
as the fame is lefs than Government's § 
Debt to them, - J 

Principal Debt according to Dr. Price, 

‘The Bank pay 52 pet Cent. on theit 
Capital of 10,780,000 —= °92;90@ 

Dittoreceive fromGovernment, 3 5 4,604 

Divide more than they receive 

The South-Sea Company divide 3% per ) 
Cent, on £. 3,652,734 8 6, the | 


amount of their Stock, and receive 


121,963,254 15 4% 3» 
1,000,000 90 O 


a SL eae 


Intereft. 

a, i: 
4 550,513 
1k 151475550 
re) 157,500 
oO 759:452 
O87, 583 
1 ik 721,952 
o 354,604 
o 126,000 


2,000,000 0 O 


906,800 0 @ 


875,260,129 


30,000 @0 


233,296 9 © 


13,333 13 § 


only 3 per Cent. Difference there- | 


fore of 1 per Cent. is Per ae 
£. India Company divide 6 per Cent. on 
their Stick of 3,200,000 192,009 


And pay 3 per Cent on? — go0,000 
$ 


3,000,000 1n Annuities, ¢ 


232,000 
Receive fromGovernment . 
rs , 126,000 
as above, 
CED 


Pay more than they receive 


156,000 0 9 
SEE 


eas 


124;0569454 9 9 


432,609 13 § 
45317870 11 @ 


Ching CTI 


eal 


{ sens 15 44 3,905,260 12 9 


In 


io. 


[ 127 J 


In his ftate of the uNFUNDED DEBT, the Doctor 


(by chance, perhaps, more than information) 1s 


nearly right. But he is no lefs than between 


SEVEN and EIGHT MILLIONS wrong, in the 
goTaAL of the NATIONAL DEBT, on the 5th 
of January 1775. With regard to the extra- 
neous fums employed in paying off the National 


Debt, fince the 5th of January 1763, Dr. Price is 


miftaken in almoft every article. His errors, in 
this refpet, make a difference of more than THREE 
mitLions, in the fum difcharged by thofe extra- 
neous funds ; and he confequently under-rates, by 
more than £. 390,000 per annum, the furplus of 


the ordinary revenue, for the fpace of twelve 


years, 


Dr. Price, founding his calculations on falla- 
cious grounds, afferts, that only £. 238,000 per 
annum, can be fpared out of the revenue, to- 
wards the difcharging of the National Incum- 


-brance +. The truth is, that the Sinking Fund 


has been fo much augmented fince the laft Peace, 
by the intereft of the debts paid off, by the an- 


| + Poft{cript, P. 132. 


ee nuities 


Te ala | 
nuities for lives ‘fallen in, and by an increafe of 
commerce, and, perhaps, of luxury, that had not 
the Doctor’s American friends difturbed the pub- 
lic repofe, a Million might be annually fpared 
towards the difcharge of the public debt. 


Though Dr. Price has thought proper to 
AMEND his account of the NATIONAL DEBT, with | 
the fate firtt given in this REFUTATION, he affirms 
that * nothing depends on this omiffion, nor 
does it affect the conclufion, with a view to 
nai which he has chofen to fate the National 
“ Debt +. The Door might as well have faid, 
i am refolved that this Country fhall be RUIN- 
“ep by her debt; and though I own myfelf 
wrong in Be talnt fums, the general amount 
* muft fill remain the fame.” This behaviour 
is exactly like that of a tradefman, who after 
having been accufed of overcharging, withdraws 
his account, and reduces the prices complained 

of ;. but, ‘at the fame time, lays the deficiency 
on other articles of the fame account. 


t Price’ 8 Pamphicts P, 11%, 


09 


Wreaien! 


‘With regard to the Annuities, the value of which 
the Doétor calculates with fuch an appearance of 
accuracy, it may be fafely affirmed that he is 
wrong, in almoft every circumftance. But as it 
is not incumbent on the Writer of the Refuta- 


. tion to give Every information to his Opponents, 


he declines, for the prefent, to put the Do@or 
vight on that head. His calculations, had even 
his facts been juft, are liable to various objec- 
tions. For inftance, at the time of the creation of 
the Annuities, Government was obliged to give 
an extraordinary intereft, on raifing the public 
fupplies ; part of which was by a redeemable, and 
the other part an irredeemable charge. As no 


money, therefore, was paid {pecifically for thofe 


Annuities, the public was not incumbered with 
an additional principal. Should that be admitted, 
q per Cent. on the confolidated 4 per Cent. An- 
nuities and + per Cent. on thofe at 3! per Cent. 
ought alfo to be valued for the time they are to 
continue at that rate; and their prefent value to 
be added to the Principal of the National Debt. 


Since Dr. Price publifhed his Srarz of the 
Nartionat Dest, he has acquired a noble auxiliary 
in the caufe of America, in the perfon of the Eari 
or Srair. His Lordhip has azso printed a very 

melancholy 


f £30 J 


melancholy ftate of the public incumbrance. As 
yuin denounced from fo high a place may, perhaps, 
make fome impreffion, it 1s but juftice to the 
Nation to affure them, that the whole is a faife 
alarm. Terrified at the enormity of his own Ac- 
count, the Earl of Stair feels much for a kingdom 
deftined to inevitable Ruin. To put an end to his 
Lordfhip’s fears, as well as to the apprehenfions 
of others, if any apprehenfions have arifen from 


his Pamphlet, it is neceflary to inform the Public, » 


That the Noble Lord is wrong in every article of 
his State of the National Debt. Men, who affect 
to love their Country, fhould treat with tendernefs 
her very fears; and take care to be certain with 
egard. to facts, before they prophefy her ruin. 


Had this certainty been acquired by the EArt 
of Starr, the world would have been deprived of 


the pathetic ELOQUENCE, with which his Lordfhip — 


mourns over the fall of this devoted Kingdom, 
‘Having culled the choiceft flowers of our moft ce- 
lebrated Poets, the noble Writer ftrews them, with 
profufion, on the bier of departed puBLIC CREDIT, 
But when one hand 1s employed in this melan- 
choly office, the other 1s bufy in weaving a wreath 
for the brow of ** the noble Lord who is at the 

, ** head 


*“ head of the Finance Department.” Though 


his Lordfhip, like his predeceffors in office, has 


the misfortune to be the ‘ licenfed Plunderer of 
“¢ the State,” he has fo much “ Englifh candour, 
<< Englifh humour, Englifh good-nature,” (and 
perhaps Englifh places in his difpofal) that ‘* flefh 


“and blood cannot withftand his allurements.” 


~The writers of Oppofition, “ ftern though 


“they are,” are incapable of withholding their 
“© poor honeft praife;” yet fome men may be un- 
generous enough to afcribe their panegyrics on 
their enemies, to their knowledge of the hopelefs 
ftate of their Friends. 


~ 


‘ 
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